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The Author 


I first met Muhammad Ajmal Shahid in 
1975 when he was the Missionary in 
Charge and Amir of Nigeria. He was a 
seasoned missionary having been posted to 


the megacity Karachi, Pakistan and I was a 


brand new convert to Islam and 


Ahmadiyyat. 


Although I accepted Ahmadiyyat in Hamburg, Germany, in 
1974, the Hamburg Jamaat was very small and I wanted to 
find a place or country where the Ahmadiyya Community 
was large and active. By Allah’s Grace and Mercy I was 
appointed as a Sales Representative for City Oil GmbH, a 


small German oil company, to Nigeria. 


There, for the first time I met “Amir No Problem”, as he is 
still and was affectionately known by the Nigerian jamaat. | 
vividly recall the many instances where members of the 
Community would come to his office with various Jamaat or 
personal issues and his reply would always be, “No problem”. 
And then he would issue wise and sage advice on how to 
proceed. 

As a new convert, I still had many questions about Islam, the 
teachings of the Promised Messiah, (as) and the role of 
religion in daily and social life. I was very fortunate to be able 
to be in the company of Ajmal Sahib on his many tours that 
crisscrossed the width and breadth of Nigeria, since he 
preferred me to drive. Sitting near him and listening and 


watching him preach to Chiefs and Kings and politicians I 


vil 


appreciated his wit and wisdom and deep knowledge not only 
of religion, but perhaps more importantly, his ability to 
convey the truth to sceptics and believers, to simple villagers 
and eminent personalities in ways which endeared him to 


most. 


His humble manner and easy approachability to all, should be 


an example to all who claim to be “Servants of the People”. 


Only those who can still remember the road conditions of 
Nigeria circa 1975 — 1980, especially in the rural areas, can 
truly appreciate the feat of Muhammad Ajmal Shahid 
building more than 100 mosques during his tenure in 
Nigeria. His legacy and service to Nigeria and her people is 
cast in the hearts of the people and the institutions he left 


behind. 


The present work, Paul - The Founder of Modern 
Christianity will earn him another place in the annals of the 
Jamaat, as all those who engage in the work of “breaking the 


cross” will find valuable ammunition with this book. 


Just as I learned so many valuable lessons about life and 
religion, sitting at his feet and side, by reading this book I 
have learned the “sword” which will forever help me to defeat 


those who worship man instead of God. 
Abu Bakr Ladd 


Saint Louis, Missouri. 
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PREFACE 


“Paul Or Jesus”, is the English reproduction of its Urdu 
version “Poloos- Maujooda Eisaiyyat Ka Baani” which was 
published in 2010.This treatise was greatly appreciated by the 
readers from the Indian subcontinent and there was a high 


demand for its English translation. 


The theme of the book is based on one startling declaration, 
made by the Reformer of this age, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad of Qadian, India, The Promised Messiah and 
Mahdires & blessings of God be upon him’ Tn his transformative book 


“The Fountain Of Christianity"! He wrote: 


“We must remember that the religion which is 
known by the name of Christianity is not founded 
by Jesus but by Paul.” 


This fact is discussed at great length and proven, in the light 


of the scriptures, common sense and historical evidence. 


It is really very strange that Paul who was born in 5AD and 
died in 67AD was a contemporary of Jesus Christ, but he did 
not accept him or even meet with him during his later life 
time. Yet suddenly a few years after the disappearance of Jesus 
from Palestine, he joined Christianity by a sudden and 
dramatic move which he called a “Vision”. This so called 
“Vision” and some other relevant issues are discussed 
thoroughly and examined critically in details. Particularly, the 
role of Luke, who is known as the writer of the third synoptic 


gospel, is exposed. He was not an Israelite but a Gentile who 


* Available at: www.alislam.org 
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played a major role to project Paul as a champion of what is 


now called Christianity. 


The book also briefly discusses about Mormonism and its 
founder Mr. Joseph Smith, who in a way copied the role of 
Paul in this age. It is really very interesting to note the 


similarities between the so called "visions" of both claimants. 


My very sincere and grateful thanks are due to Mr. Furhan 
Hamza Qureshi, Professor Jamia Ahmadiyya, Canada, who 
despite his very busy schedule, revised the whole English 
translation. In-fact without his selfless devotion and active 


cooperation it was not possible for this work to see the light 


of the day. May Allah Taala reward him abundantly. 


Similarly I wish to thank all those who helped me to make 
this project a reality. 


My special thanks are for Mr. Abu Baker Ladd, Mr. Fazal 
Muhammad Khan of Canada, Mr. Safiullah Malik Qadiani 
of Canada, and Dr. Tariq Mirza of Australia, who helped me 


to accomplish this project successfully. Jazahumullahum 
Khairan. 


All references from the Bible quoted in this book are taken 
from the New International Version, which is titled Oxford 
NTV Scotfield Study Bible, published by New York Oxford 
University Press in 1984. 
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CHAPTER 1 


Who Was the Real Successor of Jesus: 


Saint Peter or Saint Paul? 


Both the Christians and the Muslims agree that Jesus Christ 
left Palestine after the event of the crucifixion. Where did he 
go? According to Christians, he ascended to heaven. Most of 
the Muslims also developed a similar belief that God took 
Jesus Christ to heaven to save him from the hands of the 


Jews, who planned to crucify him on the Cross. 


Contrary to this belief, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Qadian, The Holy Founder of The Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Jama’at contended that God miraculously saved Jesus from 
death on the Cross and he subsequently migrated in search 
of those Lost Tribes of Israel whom he had mentioned on 
many occasions. This is a historic fact that during the early 
ministry of Jesus, only two Israelite tribes dwelled in Palestine 
while the other ten tribes were forced by the King 
Nebuchadnezzar (634-562 BCE), who was the greatest king 
of ancient Babylon, to leave Palestine. These tribes migrated 
to adjacent countries and settled there, and came to be known 
in history as the "Lost Tribes of Israel”. As Prophet Jesus 
Christ was commissioned to all the tribes of Israel, therefore, 
it was his mandate to convey God's message to those Lost 
Tribes, without which his mission could not be considered 


complete. 
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Did Jesus Appoint His Vicegerent? 

Now the question arises, did Jesus Christ appoint his 
vicegerent to look after his followers (‘sheep’) before his 
migration to neighbouring countries in search of the Lost 
Tribes? Or did he leave them without making any 
arrangements for their supervision and welfare? Common 
sense does not accept the notion that a_ prophet, 
commissioned for the guidance of the Israelites, would have 
left Palestine without appointing someone to carry on his 


mission and to continue guiding his followers. 


History shows that all prophets of God, either during their 
temporary absence or before their death, made arrangements 
for someone to work as their successor (‘khalifa’) to look after 
their followers and to carry on their mission. On the same 
pattern, in the New Testament, we find that Jesus appointed 


Saint Peter as his successor before leaving Palestine. 


Meetings in Galilee 

The fact is that Jesus knew the conspiracy that the Jews were 
hatching against him. But God also revealed to him that the 
Jews would not succeed in their plan and that he would 
survive miraculously. He briefed his followers about this glad 
tiding in Jerusalem and instructed them not to stay there but 
to go to Galilee, located roughly seventy miles away from 


Jerusalem, and said that he would meet them there. 


The Book of Matthew states: 


“But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into 
Galilee" (Matt. 26:32) 
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He also commanded his sincere friends to convey this 
message to all his followers. Again, the Book of Matthew 


records this in the words: 


“Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell 
my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there 
shall they see me.” 

(Matt. 28:10) 


He conveyed the message to all of his followers, through his 
sincere disciples, that they should meet him in Galilee. In 
fact, he arranged many separate meetings with his followers in 
Galilee. One meeting was held with the eleven elders who had 
accepted him at the onset of his ministry. Two 
different meetings were held within an interval of one week, 
with all common members who had joined his fold. These 
meetings were heldin secret places where other people, 


particularly the Jews, could not disturb them. 


Meeting with Elders 
The meeting with the elders took place in a hidden place on 
the top of a mountain in Galilee. Matthew writes about this 


meeting: 


“Then the eleven disciples went away into 
Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had 
appointed them. And when they saw him, they 
worshipped him: but some doubted.” 

(Matt. 28:16-17) 


It is evident that in this secret meeting, Jesus disclosed his 


plan to them and assigned them with the task of carrying on 
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his missionin his absence, under the leadership of his 


successor (khalifa), which he wanted to appoint for them. 


The second meeting, which was held with regular disciples 
who had gathered in Galilee according to instructions of their 
Master, took place in a locked room. John has mentioned 


some details of this meeting. He writes: 


“On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the disciples were together, with the doors 
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!” After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed 
when they saw the Lord.” 

(John 20:19-20) 


John has also mentioned that in this meeting a notable and 
prominent companion, Thomas, was absent. 
“A week later, his disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 


them and said, "Peace be with you." 
(John 20:26) 


The Final Important Meeting 

We know from the study of the Gospels that Jesus, after the 
event of crucifixion, stayed about forty days in Palestine. After 
his recovery, he secretly left for Galilee and spent all this time 
with his disciples and held important meetings with them. In 
the last meeting, a sumptuous dinner was served, and after 


that, Jesus announced the name of his successor (k/alifa). 
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This proceeding is recorded only by John in his Gospel, as 


follows: 


“When they had finished eating, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me 


more than these?’ 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 


Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you 


love me?” 


He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love 


” 


you. 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 


The third time he said to him, “Simon son of 


John, do you love me?” 


Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 


know all things; you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” 


(John 21:15-17, NIV) 
It is clear from the above quotation that Jesus selected Peter as 
his vicegerent and assigned him to the job to “take care of his 
sheep.” Jesus purposely took the consent of Peter three times 


in the presence of the gathering, so it is fully known to all of 
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them. The main reason for selecting Peter as his Khalifa was 


due to his extreme love with his Master. 


These meetings of Jesus with the elders and common 
followers were very important. He wanted to assure them that 
God has saved him miraculously and that now, he had 


another assignment and during his absence, they should carry 
on the divine work under his Khalifa. 


Why Galilee? 

Here, a question comes to the mind: why did Jesus want to 
meet his followers in Galilee, a place which was quite far and 
not in Jerusalem? One can appreciate the wisdom in this 


selection by keeping in mind some historical facts. 


During the time when Jesus was born, the land of Palestine 


was divided into three main provinces, namely: 


1. Judea 
2. Samara 
3. Galilee 


As mentioned earlier, only two Israelite tribes were living in 
the province of Judea, and the rest of the ten tribes had been 
expelled from Palestine by the Babylonian King 
Nebuchadnezzar. Those tribes had settled in Iran, 
Afghanistan and India. The other two provinces, Samaria and 
Galilee, were mostly populated by pagans and Jews only lived 


there in small number. 


Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a small town in the Judean 
Province. Since he was born to Mary without the agency of a 


father, the Jews blamed Mary for committing fornication. 
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This was a grievous calumny against her and they made her 
life very miserable. In such circumstances, it was almost 


impossible for Mary to live there. 


In fact, the Jews made her life a living hell. Due to this 
reason, she decided to leave Bethlehem and go to a far off 
place, Nazareth, in the province of Galilee. Jesus spent his 
childhood and youth in Nazareth, which is why he came to 
be known as “Jesus of Nazareth”. This is where he was 
commissioned by God and began his ministry. His early 
converts and the well known twelve disciples hailed from this 


area. 


After spending the early years of his ministry in Galilee, Jesus 
began travelling to other parts of Palestine to convey his 
message. When he reached Judea he faced severe opposition 
from the Jews, particularly in Jerusalem. They schemed to file 
a suit against him in court and levelled false charges against 
him and tried to have him crucified. In this way, they could 
say to the people that he was a false claimant because 
according to scripture, one who is hanged or crucified is 
entirely accursed by God. Outwardly, they were successful in 
putting him on the cross, but God miraculously saved him. It 
was now impossible for Jesus to continue his mission in 
Palestine so he decided to travel to adjacent countries where 
the other tribes of Israel were living. But before leaving 
Palestine, he wanted to meet his followers to prove to them 
that he was a true Messiah and that his opponents did not 
succeed in killing him on the cross. He also wanted to avail 
this opportunity by appointing a leader to continue to guide 


his followers in his absence. For this purpose, he selected the 
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region of Galilee and told them that after this event, he would 
no longer stay in Jerusalem, but travel to Galilee where they 
should meet him. Jesus selected Galilee for the main reason 
that it was comparatively a safer place and the Jews were in 


lesser number there. 


Appointment of a Caliph 

As mentioned previously, Jesus held many important 
meetings with his followers in Galilee. In his last meeting 
with elders and followers, he convinced them that God had 
saved him from death on the cross and also briefed them 
about his future plan. During his absence, he appointed Peter 
as their leader. This announcement was made in a private and 
secure room, behind locked doors. The meeting took place at 
night and, as mentioned before, a sumptuous dinner was 


served before the announcement. 


Jesus had already told the Elders and other followers about his 
departure to other countries where the rest of the Israelite 
tribes were residing. This special meeting was called to 
announce his successor, who would serve as a "shepherd" for 
the "sheep". Jesus took the pledge from Peter three times, so 
that on one hand, he should know his duties and on the 


other, all his followers clearly knew about his new assignment. 


Why Peter? 

Here, another question comes to mind: why, out of all his 
followers, was Peter selected as his successor? The main reason 
was that he was the first person who accepted Jesus and 
continued to follow him through thick and thin. Usually, it is 


such a loyal and faithful person who is more deserving of this 
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noble post above all others. As was the case with Hazrat Abu 
Bakr, who accepted the Holy Prophet of Islam (peace be 
upon him) first and continued to show his loyalty to him, and 
came to be known as "Siddiq" (which, in Arabic, means 
"eruthful" and, or "a solemn testifier"), Peter was also a 
“Siddiq” for Jesus Christ. Due to his unique position among 
the disciples, Jesus appointed Peter as 'his successor. Matthew 


says: 


“As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called 
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting 
a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. “Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I 
will send you out to fish for people.’ At once they 
left their nets and followed him.” 


(Matt. 4:18-20) 


Luke has also recorded an incident, that on one occasion, 
Jesus told his followers that Peter would be their leader. He 


also advised Peter to serve his all fellows: 


“A dispute also arose among them as to which of 


them was considered to be greatest.” 


(Luke 22:24) 
Jesus himself gave his decision, in favor of Peter. He said: 


“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you 
as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that 
your faith may not fail. And when you have 


turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 


19 


PAUL OR JESUS: WHO WAS THE REAL FOUNDER OF CHRISTIANITY? 


(Luke 22:31-32) 


This advice of Jesus reminds us a tradition (hadith) of the 
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him): “aeetS ¢ sill ae” that the 


leader of the people is their servant. 


Cornerstone of the Church 

The study of the New Testament reveals the high status of 
Peter. Jesus appointed him the leader during his absence, and 
he carried out this mission with the help of Jesus’ half- 
brother, Jacob. There is no doubt that Luke, who was the 
main writer of the New Testament, tried his best to highlight 
Paul and depict him as divine and show Peter as just his 
helper. However, this is in clear contradiction to the sayings 


of Jesus, who said the following words about Peter: 


“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but 
by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome 
it. 1 will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth will be loosed in heaven.” 


(Matt. 16:17-19) 


By the study of this passage, one can easily understand that 
Jesus purposely explained the high status of Peter to all of his 
followers. Only he who was holding "the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven" could be their leader after Jesus’ journey in search 


of "lost sheep of the house of Israel". 
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The study of the New Testament creates the impression that 
the mission of Jesus, after his departure from Palestine, was 
very active under the leadership of Peter and Jacob. Everyone 
turned to them for their problems. Even Paul visited 
Jerusalem a number of times during his early days and tried to 
gain their support for propagating Christianity to the 
Gentiles, but he did not succeed. It is very strange that Luke, 
who joined the fold through Paul, wrote in Acts that both 
Peter and Jacob agreed to the proposal of Paul. This change, 
however, is not supported by their letters. Both addressed 


their letters to Israelites only. 


Out of the all different denominations of Christians, only 
Roman Catholics consider Peter as the first Pope or first real 
caliph of Jesus Christ. In fact, this is also a just verbal 
confession, because they also follow Paul's teachings and 
practices. In regards to the other Christians, they openly 
consider Paul as the real leader after Jesus. It is a pity that the 
Christians ignored the real successor appointed by Jesus and 
followed a self-styled person, Paul, who was never authorized 
by Jesus. If Christians had followed the leader appointed by 


Jesus, their condition would be altogether quite different. 
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CHAPTER 2 
Paul’s “Vision”: A Critical Analysis 
y 


All Christians believe that Paul was an apostle of God, and 
that all his writings are Divine revelations. Due to this reason, 
Paul's letters included in the New Testament have been given 
priority over the writings of Jesus's appointed successor, Peter, 
and his brother, James. It is an undeniable fact that Christians 
give more importance to Paul's commandments over Jesus's 
practices and directives. In fact, modern Christianity is based 
on Paul's directives given to Gentiles in his letters and not on 
the Jesus's commandments for the Children of Israel, to 


whom he was sent. 


Why did the early Christians, who compiled the New 
Testament, gave preferential treatment to Paul's letters over 
the writings of the elders and the real successor of Jesus 
Christ? We have come to know that it was only due to Paul’s 
description of his vision. This vision has been highlighted by 
Luke, in Acts, in three different places. Paul himself has 
mentioned it only once in one of his letters. When we study 
the details of this vision in these four places, we come to see 
some glaringly obvious contradictions. The comparison of the 
so-called vision of Paul is very important, as his entire "holy 


status" is based on this vision. 


Why was Luke so interested in this matter? We will discuss 
that in the next relevant chapter. Let us first try to portray a 
critical analysis of this "vision," to know about its purity and 


authenticity. 
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Paul's Description of the Vision 
As mentioned earlier, the vision of Paul has been mentioned 
three times by Luke and once by Paul himself. Let us first see 


what Paul has narrated. In his letter to Galatians, he writes: 


“I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that 
the gospel I preached is not of human origin. I 
did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught 
it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus 


Christ. 


“For you have heard of my previous way of life in 
Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church 
of God and tried to destroy it. I was advancing in 
Judaism beyond many of my own age among my 
people and was extremely zealous for the 
traditions of my fathers. But when God, who set 
me apart from my mother’s womb and called 
me by His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in 
me so that I might preach him among the 
Gentiles, my immediate response was not to 
consult any human being. I did not go up to 
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before | 
was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to 


Damascus.” 


(Galatians 1:11-17, NIV) 
In these verses, Paul has highlighted the following points: 


1. He was an Orthodox Jew and archenemy of the 


Christians. 
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2. Jesus Christ appeared to him and assigned him the 
responsibility of preaching to the Gentiles. 

3. He did not acquire the knowledge of Christianity 
from the apostles or early converts, nor did he go to 
Jerusalem for this purpose. 

4, After the vision, he went to Arabia and later returned 


to Damascus. 


After citing the statement of Paul, we now proceed to discuss 
the three statements of Luke, which he made at three 
different occasions, in the Book of Acts. Before relating the 
experience of his vision, he first discussed the general attitude 
of the Jews in regards to the persecution of the Christians. In 
this respect, he particularly mentioned an incident about an 
early Christian named Stephen, who was stoned to death. 
Paul witnessed this tragic incident himself and was very much 


moved by it. 


Luke's First Description 

Due to the persecution by the Jews, the Christians fled from 
Palestine and took shelter in neighbouring countries. Some of 
them had gone to Damascus, and Paul, with the permission 
of the high priest, travelled to Damascus to bring them back 
and slay them. On his way to Damascus, he experienced the 
so-called vision and thus became Christian. Luke has 


recounted the details of his conversion: 


Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out 
murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 
went to the high priest and asked him for letters 


to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 
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found any there who belonged to the 
Way, whether men or women, he might take 
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared 
Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 


you persecute me?” 
“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 


“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he 
replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you must do.” 


The men traveling with Saul stood there 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when 
he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they 
led him by the hand into Damascus. For three 
days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything. 


(Acts 9:1-9, NIV) 
Some important features mentioned in this statement are: 


1. Gamaliel, the Chief Priest, gave Paul a letter for the 
leaders of the Jews living in Damascus to help him 
bring back those Christians who had fled there for 
safety. 

2. A light from heaven enveloped him only. 
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3. Jesus appeared to him and commanded him to go to 
Damascus. 
4. He became blind due to the dazzling light, while his 


companions remained safe. 


Luke's Second Description 

How did Paul accept Christianity? Luke has recorded this 
incident at another juncture in Acts. It happened when Paul 
was charged by the Jews for sacrilege, by bringing a gentile 
into the temple. This enraged the mob to the extent that they 
wanted to kill him. At that time, the commander reached the 
scene with his soldiers, and the mob desisted. At this 
occasion, with the commander’s permission, Paul narrated the 


story of his conversion to Christianity in Hebrew. Paul said: 


“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but 
brought up in this city. I — studied 
under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in 
the law of our ancestors. I was just as zealous for 
God as any of you are today.I persecuted the 
followers of this Way to their death, arresting 
both men and women and throwing them into 
prison, as the high priest and all the Council can 
themselves testify. I even obtained letters from 
them to their associates in Damascus, and went 
there to bring these people as prisoners to 


Jerusalem to be punished. 


“About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly 


a bright light from heaven flashed around me. | 
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fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 


me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ 
“Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. 


“Tam Jesus of Nazareth,whom you are 
persecuting,’ he replied. My companions saw the 
light, but they did not understand the voice of 


him who was speaking to me. 


“What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. 


(<<4 


Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. 
There you will be told all that you have been 
assigned to do.’ My companions led me by the 


hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of the 


light had blinded me. 


“A man named Ananias came to see me. He was a 
devout observer of the law and highly respected 
by all the Jews living there. He stood beside me 
and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight!’ And 


at that very moment I was able to see him. 


“Then he said: “The God of our ancestors has 
chosen you to know his will and to see the 
Righteous One and to hear words from his 
mouth. You will be his witness to all people of 
what you have seen and heard. And now what are 
you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash 


your sins away, calling on his name.’ 
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“When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying 
at the temple, I fell into a trance and saw the Lord 
speaking to me. ‘Quick!’ he said. ‘Leave Jerusalem 
immediately, because the people here will not 


accept your testimony about me.’ 


“Lord, I replied, ‘these people know that I went 
from one synagogue to another to imprison and 
beat those who believe in you. And when the 
blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood 
there giving my approval and guarding the 


clothes of those who were killing him.’ 


“Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you 


> 


far away to the Gentiles.” 


(Acts 22:3-21) 


Paul was a disciple of Gamaliel, a great leader of the 
Jews. He took a letter from him and intended to go to 


Damascus, to bring back those Christians who had 


taken refuge there. He wanted to penalize them. 


This statement also confirms that "light" encircled 


only him. 


Regarding that "light", it is said: “My companions 
saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of 
him who was speaking to me." (Acts 22:9) This 
statement contradicts the previous statement, which 


said, “The men traveling with Saul stood there 
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speechless, they heard the sound, but did not see 
anyone." (Acts 9:7) 

4. The Lord commanded him to go to Damascus. Acts 
22:10 states: “Get up, the Lord said, and go to 
Damascus. There you will be told all that you have 
been assigned to do." But in his letter to Galatians, 
Paul himself has mentioned a different story. In 
Galatians 1:16-17, he says, “I did not consult any 
man, nor I did go to Jerusalem to see those who were 
apostles before I was, but I went immediately into 
Arabia and later returned to Damascus." 

5. In this statement, it is clearly mentioned that when he 
went to Jerusalem, the Lord commanded him to leave 
that place immediately because his life was in danger. 
The other statements do not support his going to 


Jerusalem after the event of the so-called vision. 


Luke’s Third Description 
Luke has mentioned the vision of Paul a third time, in 
Acts 26. Here, with the permission of King Agrippa, Paul 


related his vision which is recorded by Luke as follows: 


“About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, 
I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 
blazing around me and my companions. We all 
fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to 
me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 


me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 
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“Then I asked, “Who are you, Lord?’ 


(<<4 


I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the 
Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your 
feet. | have appeared to you to appoint you as a 
servant and as a witness of what you have seen 
and will see of me.I will rescue you from your 
own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending 
you to themto open their eyes and turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan to God, so that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who 
are sanctified by faith in me.’ (Acts 26:13-18) 


In this statement, Paul did not mention many important 
points, like of his becoming blind, which was previously 
mentioned by Luke in his statements. On the other hand, he 


added two more points which were not mentioned before: 


1. Luke, in his statements, mentioned that light only 
encircled Paul. But here, he added that it also 
encircled his companions: “I saw a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my 
companions.” (Acts 26:13) 

2. He also added that the Lord promised to save him 
from his enemies, both from Jews and the Gentiles. 
This was left out in the previous statements. He says, 
“T will rescue you from your own people and from the 


Gentiles.” (Acts 26:17) 
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We have briefly discussed the so-called vision of Paul, which 
is mentioned in four different places in the New Testament. 
Now, we move to analyze, in detail, some important points 
which clearly prove that it was nothing more than a 


fabrication, and not from God Almighty. 


Letter from Gamaliel — the Chief Priest 

The first and most important point that Paul has described 
is that he embarked on the journey to Damascus with the 
permission and authority of Gamaliel, the Chief Priest, to 
bring back those Christians who fled from fear of persecution. 
Paul gives the impression that the Chief Priest not only 
verbally allowed him to perform this “holy job,” but also gave 
him a written letter for this purpose. It is clear from his action 
that the Chief Priest himself wanted to persecute the converts 
to Christianity. But it is quite strange that a few chapters 
earlier, Luke has himself mentioned that the Chief Priest 
Gamaliel was against the killing or persecution of Christians. 
On one occasion, the Chief Priest gave council to the Jews 
who wanted to kill Christians and stone them to death in the 


words: 


“When they heard this, they were furious and 
wanted to put them to death. But a Pharisee 
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was 
honoured by all the people, stood up in the 
Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put 


outside for a little while. 


“Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “...Leave 


these men alone! Let them go! For if their 
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purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 
But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop 
these men; you will only find yourselves fighting 
against God.” 


“His speech persuaded them. They called the 
apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go.” (Acts 5:33-35, 38-40) 
How can such a person who — according to Luke — was so 
much against the religious persecution, send Paul to 


Damascus to bring back Christians for persecution? 


The lenient attitude of Gamaliel is endorsed by many 


historians. 


The author of The Columbia Viking Desk Encyclopaedia 
writes: “Gamaliel President of Sanhedrin at Jerusalem and 
teacher of Paul. Grandson of Hillel. Advocated leniency 
towards Christians...” (Acts 5:34, 22:3) 


“Who is Who in the Bible,” published by Readers Digest, 
says that Gamaliel was “a man pronounced for his wisdom 
and tolerance.” Then it notes that, “The only other mention 
of Gamaliel in the Bible is in Paul’s testimony that he has 
been a student of his, educated according to the strict manner 
of the law of our fathers (Acts 22:3) in contrast to his teacher, 


however, Paul did not at first grant tolerance to Christians.” 


It truly seems very strange that Luke himself writes about 
Gamaliel that he did not approve religious persecution of 
Christians, and in the same book, writes that he assigned Paul 


to bring Christians from Damascus and punish them. 
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Keeping in mind the nature of Gamaliel, common sense 
cannot approve the statement of Paul, that he undertook his 


journey towards Damascus with the approval of Gamaliel. 


Arabia or Damascus? 

Another contradiction noted by the critics is found in the two 
opposing statements of Paul and Luke about the vision. Paul 
himself says that after this event, he went to Arabia. After a 
lengthy stay of three years, he subsequently went to 
Damascus. In Luke’s three statements, he did not mention 
Paul’s journey to Arabia, but did mention that due to the 
vision, he became blind and was unable to walk on his own. 
His companions helped take him to Damascus. In his speech 


before King Agrippa, Paul said that after the vision, 


“I did not consult any man, nor I did go up to 
Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before | 
was, but I went immediately into Arabia and later 


returned to Damascus.” (Gal. 1:16-17) 


Luke did not make any mention of Paul going to Arabia. On 
the other hand, he mentioned that due to the dazzling light of 
the vision, Paul lost his sight and became blind. He was not 
able to walk on his own and his companions helped take him 


to Damascus. It says, 


“Saul got up from the ground, but when he 
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led 
him by the hand into Damascus.” (Acts 9:8) 
In another place, it is mentioned that Paul’s going to 
Damascus was based on the commandment of his Lord. It 


clearly says, 
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“What I shall do, Lord? I asked, ‘get up,’ the 
Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will 


be told all that you have been assigned to do. 
(Acts 22:10) 


If this statement of Luke was true, that the Lord commanded 
him to go to Damascus, why did he blatantly violate the 
command of the Lord and travel to a far-off place in Arabia, 
and stay there for few years? Again, if it was true that he lost 
his sight, (although Paul did not mention this in his own 
statement,) how did he reach Arabia? A blind person cannot 
travel to such an unknown destination. No historian is able to 
trace out the exact location in Arabia he spent three years of 
his life. Keeping in view both contradictory statements, one is 
baffled at which statement should be considered true. The 
author of Encyclopaedia Britannica tries to reconcile this 


under "Paul": 


“Immediately after his conversion Paul spent a 
period of solitude in Arabia. He then took up his 
residence in Damascus. There presumably he 
established his contact with the Christians he 
originally planned to harm and received from 
them information about Jesus and his teaching as 
well as experience of Christian fellowship. 
Damascus was the base for his first missionary 
work, but nothing is known of the effects of his 


mission in the region.” 
Luke has recorded that Lord commanded Paul, 


"What I shall do, Lord? I asked. 
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"Get up,” theLord said, “and go into 
Damascus." (Acts 22:10) 


But Paul himself mentioned before King Agrippa that after 
this incident, he went to Arabia. He did not mention his 
going to Damascus. If the statement of Luke was true, why 
did Paul ignore the clear-cut instruction of the Lord, 
and decide to go to a different place? Paul also did not 
mention losing his sight. How would he have traveled when 


he had lost his vision? 


Of these two statements, one must be wrong! 


The Sound from The Light 
Another contradiction in these statements is about the sound 


coming out of the light. In one statement, Luke says: 


“The men traveling with Saul stood there 
speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone.” (Acts 9:7) 


Luke, in his other statement, says: 


“My companions saw the light, but they did not 

understand the voice of him who was speaking to 

me.” (Acts 22:9) 
Note that in the New International Version of the Bible, the 
translation is slightly changed to "understand the voice," 
whereas the Revised Standard Version and other translations 
mention that he "did not hear the voice." This change 


appears to have been made to avoid the contradiction. 
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One can see the contradiction in both statements. This 
contradiction is noted by the commentators of Bible. Mr. 
Harrison, author of Wycliffe Bible Commentary, under the 


commentary of Acts 9:7 writes, 


“Saul was accompanied by a caravan. The 
statement in this verse that men heard the voice 
but saw no one appears to contradict 22:9 and 26 


where is said that they did not hear the voice.” 


Similarly, Mr. Scoffield writes in the Oxford New 


International Version: 


“Compare 22:9; 26:14. A contradiction has 
been imagined.” (Note under Acts 9:7) 


Though commentators have attempted to explain this, the 


different statements glaringly contradict each other. 


Claim of Divine Protection 

In his statement before King Agrippa, Paul has mentioned 
one extra point which is not mentioned by Luke in his three 
statements. He claimed that the Lord has appointed him for a 
great task. He shall face great opposition and his enemies will 
try to kill him, but the Lord shall protect him against all these 
machinations. The Lord promised him protection. He said, "I 
will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles" 
(Acts 26: 17) In the Living Bible, this verse has been 
translated as, "I will protect you from both your own people 
and the Gentiles." 


Paul's claim of Divine protection did not come true. His end 


was very tragic and he suffered an unnatural death at the 
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hands of the Gentiles about whom he claimed that had 
divinely been assigned to convert to Christianity. The 
Columbia Viking Desk Encyclopaedia writes under the entry 
regarding Saint Paul: 


“In Jerusalem (A.D. 57) he was arrested for 
provoking a riot and imprisoned two years before 
being sent to Rome, where he was again 
imprisoned (A.D. 60-62) before being cleared off 
all charges. He was apparently martyred in the 
prosecution under Nero, traditionally by 


beheading.” 


As we have stated earlier, Paul claimed to see "visions" and 
receive revelations from the Lord about which Bible clearly 


mentions, 


“But a prophet who presumes to speak in my 
name anything I have not commanded him to 
say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other 
Gods, must be put to death.” (Deut. 18:20) 


No doubt, Paul suffered at the hands of both the Jews and 
Gentiles, and in the end, met an unnatural death which is 
meant for those who fabricate lies in the name of Almighty 


God. His claim of Divine protection did not prove true. 


© 
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CHAPTER 3 


Paul’s Visit to Jerusalem 


Accompanied by a group of his companions, Paul set out 
from Jerusalem to Damascus, to bring back the Christians 
who fled there to save their lives from the extremist Jews. 
They wanted to bring them back to Jerusalem and punish 
them. Paul was very active in this venture, and to get support 
from the local Jews living in Damascus, he got a letter from 
the chief priest Gamaliel in the name of synagogues to 
support him. Paul also took a sizable number of some 


extremists with him to support him in this “Holy Jihad”. 


As mentioned earlier, when Paul reached close to Damascus, 
he experienced his so-called "vision" which changed his 
original plan. After this vision, Paul has mentioned that he 
went to an unknown place in Arabia and stayed there a few 
years, after which he went on to Damascus. On the other 
hand, Luke made no mention of his going to Arabia, but he 
mentioned a different story altogether. In three different 
statements, Luke mentioned that due to excessive light, Paul 
lost his vision and became blind and his companions then 
took him to Damascus. Commentators of the Bible find it 


perplexing to reconcile these contradictory statements. 

Why Arabia? 

Here, the question comes to mind, that when Paul recovered, 
why did he decide to go to Arabia or Damascus, and not back 


to Jerusalem? Common sense demanded that he should go 


back to Jerusalem, to inform those who sponsored his mission 
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about the dramatic change, particularly his master and 
mentor, Gamaliel, the Chief Priest, who gave him a special 
letter for that mission. Furthermore, he should have gone 
back to inform the Church authorities about the wider scope 
of Christianity, because Jesus, in his whole ministry, never 
addressed any Gentile and the Orthodox Church followed 
this practice. It was necessary for Paul to inform them of his 
vision and to convince them to change their old policy. His 
disappearance for an extended period could cause many 
doubts and misconceptions. Paul himself confessed that after 
the "vision," he did not go to Jerusalem, but to Arabia. He 
did not mention any reason why. In his letter to Galatians, he 


said: 


“I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who 
were apostles before I was, but I went into 
Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. Then after 
three years,I went up to Jerusalemto get 
acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him 
fifteen days. I saw none of the other apostles— 
only James, the Lord’s brother.” 

(Galatians 1:17-19) 


First Visit to Jerusalem 

In his letter to Galatians, Paul mentioned his going to 
Jerusalem first after three years and then after fourteen years. 
On both visits to Jerusalem, he did not mention his "vision" 
nor his new status an “Apostle for the Gentiles”. If his story 
about the "vision" was true, why did he not publicize it in 


Jerusalem? His silence about it over there is quite suspicious 
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and questionable. Let us see what he states of his first visit to 


Jerusalem. 


“Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to 
get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him 
fifteen days. 1 saw none of the other apostles— 


only James, the Lord’s brother.” 


(Galatians 1:18-19) 


Paul met leaders of the Church in Jerusalem but he did not 
mention anything about his meeting with Jesus Christ in the 
vision and his alleged assignment for the Gentiles. Even these 
leaders of the Church did not ask him about the vision. This 
means that during all these years, nothing was made known 
to the people about the so-called "vision". It was only made 
public after a long time when Luke fabricated the story in 
writing and later, his writings were selected as part of the New 


‘Testament. 


Second Visit to Jerusalem 
The second visit of Paul as mentioned in his letter, took place 
after a very long interval of fourteen years. At that time, Paul 
converted some Gentiles to Christianity. He took one or two 
along with him. He says: 
“Fourteen years later I went up again to 
Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas.I took 
Titus along also.I went in response to a 
revelation and set before them the gospel that I 
preach among the Gentiles.” (Galatians 2:1-2) 
Again, during the second visit, which took place after such a 


long time, he did not mention anything about his "vision". 
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One wonders if Paul had really experienced a “Vision” and if 
Jesus Christ really assigned him an assignment for the 


Gentiles, why were Paul and his companions silent about it? 


Why a One-Sided Vision? 

Another aspect of this so-called "Vision" is very important. If 
Jesus Christ really assigned a new job of preaching among the 
Gentiles to Paul, he should have also informed his successor 
Peter and his brother James in Palestine about this new 
policy. In fact this one-sided appearance of Jesus to Paul only 
created a big controversy among the believers. Leaders of the 
Church in Palestine were carrying on their mission among the 
Jews only and they insisted on following the Jewish Laws. But 
Paul started going to the Gentiles and he declared the Jewish 
Laws as a curse and did not consider it mandatory for the new 
converts from Gentiles to act upon them. This created a 
division in Christianity and undoubtedly, as we study the 
New Testament its root cause appears to be the Lord himself! 
Who started a mission in Palestine and strictly restricted it to 
the Jews, but after a few years extended it to the Gentiles and 
assigned this job to an archenemy of Christianity. Paul refers 


to this division as follows: 


“On the contrary, they recognized that I had 
been entrusted with the task of preaching the 
gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had 
been to the circumcised. For God, who was at 
work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, 
was also at work in me as an apostle to the 
Gentiles. James, Cephas and John, those 


esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the 
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right hand of fellowship when they recognized 
the grace given to me. They agreed that we 
should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.” 


(Galatians 2:7-9) 

Paul in his letter to Galatians further tried to explain the 
“Division” and has gone up to the extent that the “Pillars of 
Church in Palestine” permitted him to continue his work 
among Gentiles. 

Division in Christianity 

This means that after a brief time, Jesus Christ divided his 
ministry into two different factions that started opposing each 
other. Paul refers to the custodians of Christianity in 


Jerusalem as “hypocrites”. In his letter to Galatians, he wrote: 


“When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to 
his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 
Before certain men came from James, he used to 
eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he 
began to draw back and separate himself from the 
Gentiles because he was afraid of those who 
belonged to the circumcision group. The other 
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their 
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When | 
saw they are not acting in line with the truth of 
the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, 
"You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not 
like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force 


Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?" 


(Galatians 2:11-14) 
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Paul accused Peter and Barnabas “hypocrites” due to their 
double standards in the Gentile lands. The same can be 
rightly said about Paul by seeing his role in Jerusalem. During 
his two visits to Jerusalem, he remained silent about his so- 
called “vision” and his new assignment as “Apostle for the 
Gentiles.” He did not talk directly or indirectly about his 
mission. If his mission was genuine, why he did not talk 
about it openly during his visits to Jerusalem? His silence on 
such an important and fundamental issue can also be rightly 
regarded as “hypocrisy “on his part. Luke has written about 
the visit of Paul to Jerusalem from Damascus after his 


[| ae, » 
vision : 


“When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the 
disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he really was a disciple. But 
Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey 
had seen the Lord and that Lord spoken to him, 
and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly 
in the name of Jesus. So, Saul stayed with them 
and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking 
boldly in the name of the Lord. He talked and 
debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to 
kill him.” (Acts 9:26-29) 
The following points are noteworthy from the above 
statement: 
e When Paul had gone to Jerusalem after a long absence 


of three years, despite such a long time, no one knew 


about his vision and his new status over there. 
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e Paul did not tell the apostles in Jerusalem about his 
“vision” himself. Barnabas hinted towards it casually, 
and no one was interested to know its details. 

e In Jerusalem, Paul also restricted his preaching to Jews 


only and not to Gentiles. 


It was overdue on the part of Paul to tell the apostles in 
Jerusalem about his vision and about his new status, which he 
claimed was vouchsafed to him by the Lord. But when he 
reached Jerusalem after such a long time, he was completely 
silent about it. Is there anyone in Christian world who can 


explain this silence? 


Paul visited Jerusalem a few times along with some new 
converts from the Gentiles, to impress upon the apostles to 
accept them and accommodate them. But he never talked 
about his “vision” and the new status assigned to him. If his 
vision was true, he should have boldly spoken about it to the 
leaders of the Church in Jerusalem and must have tried to 
convince them. This complete silence of Paul over there is 
meaningful. All Christians are invited to think about it and 
try to explain it. If Paul really was selected as the true prophet 
from God, he should have announced it openly, particularly 
to the custodians of the Church in Jerusalem. But 
surprisingly, he did not mention it to anyone during his stay 


in Jerusalem. 


Why Paul Left Jerusalem 
After some time, Paul left Jerusalem secretly. Here again, two 
opposing reasons have been mentioned by Paul and Luke. In 


Acts, Luke writes: 


45 


PAUL OR JESUS: WHO WAS THE REAL FOUNDER OF CHRISTIANITY? 


“So Saul stayed with them and moved about 
freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name 
of Lord. He talked and debated with the Grecian 
Jews, but they tried to kill him. When the 
brothers learned of this, they took him down to 
and sent him off to Tarsus.” (Acts 9:28-30) 


This story of Paul’s leaving Jerusalem, written by Luke is 
different from what Paul had written in his letter to 


Galatians. Paul wrote: 


“When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying 
at the temple, I fell into a trance and saw the 
Lord speaking to me. ‘Quick! he said. “Leave 
Jerusalem immediately, because the people here 
will not accept your testimony about me...Go; I 


will send you far away to the Gentiles.” 
(Acts 22:17-18, 21) 


Both stories about Paul leaving Jerusalem are not compatible. 
Luke wrote that Paul left Jerusalem because his companions 
felt that the Jews would kill him and they helped him to 
leave. But Paul wrote in his letter that he left because God 
forced him to leave, to avoid the impending danger planned 
by the Jews. Paul indicates that he himself did not want to 
leave Jerusalem but God forced him to leave the place 
immediately because the Jews would not listen to him and 


that he should go to the Gentiles, who would accept him. 


Here again, one may ask that if the statement of Paul was 
true, that God insisted on his leaving Jerusalem due to the 


Jews’ plots against him, why did Jesus not set an example 
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himself about it? A few years earlier, during his visit to 
Jerusalem, Jesus faced the same situation. Jews and their 
leaders opposed him vehemently and they schemed against 
him. They were not ready to listen to him, but Jesus stayed 
there and did not go to the Gentiles. In a similar situation, 
when Jesus stayed in Jerusalem, why did he command Paul to 
leave Jerusalem and go to the Gentiles? When Jesus himself 
did not care about the opposition of the Jews and faced it, 
why would he force Paul to leave Jerusalem and go to the 
Gentiles? Keeping in view the practice of Jesus, this statement 
of Paul is not acceptable. True prophets of God always face 
opposition bravely and God helps them. 


© 
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CHAPTER 4 


Luke and Paul 


Luke did not join the fold of Christianity during the lifetime 
of Jesus Christ. He was introduced to the Church by Paul, 
almost in the middle of the first century of Christianity. 
Luke, by profession, was a doctor and a literary person. He 
was the author of Acts and the third gospel, which was named 
after him. All of his writings were selected as part of the Holy 
Bible and they played a significant role in the formation of 
Christian theology. 


Luke is the only person who tried to record the events of 
Paul’s activities and it is the only source to know about his 
history from. There is no other contemporary or historian 
who wrote about him. Luke wrote twenty out of twenty-eight 
chapters in the Book of Acts on the personage of Paul. Since 
Luke joined the fold of Christianity through Paul, he tried his 
best to depict him as a divine personality. In Acts, he wrote 
that observing his life, people began to think of Paul in the 
words: “He is God.” (Acts 28:6) Thus, Luke projected Paul in 


his writings as a superhuman, divine personality. 


Is Luke’s Gospel Synoptic? 

There is a general impression about Luke that because he was 
the writer of one of the three synoptic gospels, he must have 
been a Jew and one of the early followers of Jesus Christ. 
However, the fact is that he was not a Jew, but a non-Israelite 


and gentile. He was a companion of Paul and accompanied 
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him on many expeditions. It is written in the Encyclopaedia 


Britannica about Luke that the: 


“Information about his life is scanty. Tradition 
based on references in the Pauline Letters has 
regarded him as a physician and a Gentile. He 
was a co-worker of Paul and _ probably 
accompanied him  on_ several missionary 
journeys... The author of Luke had a cultivated 
literary background...”” 


It is further written that Luke was the only non-Jew whose 


writings were included in the New Testament: 


“The distinction drawn between Luke and other 
colleagues “of the circumcision” 
(Colossians 4:11) has caused many scholars to 
conclude that he was a Gentile. If so, he would be 
the only New Testament writer clearly 


identifiable as a non-Jew.”* 


Similarly, the author of The Wycliffe Bible Commentary wrote 
about Luke that: 


According to the uniform testimony of the 
church, Luke, a Gentile physician and 
companion of Paul, was the author of the third 
gospel...The author was a gentile convert, 
possibly of the church of Antioch, where Paul 


served with Barnabas at the beginning of his 


? Ellis, E. Earle. "Saint Luke." Encyclopedia Britannica. March 20, 2016. Accessed 
August 01, 2017. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Saint-Luke. 
3 Thid. 
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ministry...Paul speaks of Luke in his epistles, 


calling him “the beloved physician.” 


A few years back, Reader's Digest published a research work 
entitled “Who’s Who in the Bible’. It writes about Luke, 


“He appears to have been a gentile convert to 
Christianity who, according to one early source, 
came from Antioch in Syria............04 Luke 
probably did not know Jesus personally. 
However, as Paul’s fellow worker he would have 
been a member of the apostle’s traveling 
entourage, aiding him in his missionary activities 
across the Roman world and perhaps sharing 


imprisonment with him.” 
(Who’s Who in the Bible, under “Luke”) 


Similarly, in the Concordia Self Study Bible, published in 
1973, the following note on the writer of the third Gospel is 


given: 


“The author's name does not appear in the book, 
but much unmistakable evidence points to 
Luke...Luke was probably a Gentile by birth, 
well educated in Greek culture, a physician by 
profession, a companion of Paul at various times 
from his second missionary journey to his first 
imprisonment in Rome, and a loyal who 
remained with the apostle after others had 
deserted (2 Timothy 4:11).” 
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So, it is confirmed by the commentators of the Bible that 
Luke was a Gentile and he wrote this gospel for the benefit of 
another gentile by name of Theophilus, and for the Greeks. 


Luke writes: 


Many have undertaken to draw up an account of 
the things that have been fulfilled among us, just 
as they were handed down to us by those who 
from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of 
the word. Therefore, since I myself have carefully 
investigated everything from the beginning, it 
seemed good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so 
that you may know the certainty of the things 
you have been taught. 


(Luke 1:1-4) 


It is clear from these introductory remarks by Luke that it was 
not revealed or inspired by God, as Christians claim 
nowadays. It was his personal effort mainly for the Gentiles. 
It is also confirmed that Theophilus was a gentile. The author 
of The Wycliffe Bible Commentary writes about him: 
“Theophilus was probably a gentile convert to Christianity 
and Luke wrote to give him a greater knowledge of Christian 


religion than he already possessed.” 


Jesus and the Gentiles 

It is well known that Jesus Christ during his stay in Palestine, 
confined his mission to Israelites only. He did not try to 
convey his message to any non-Israelites. He strictly forbade 


his early companions from doing so, by saying, 
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“Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any 
town of Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep 


of Israel.” 
(Matthew 10:5-6) 


How, then, is it possible that a few years after his death, he 
opened the doors of his faith for Gentiles in a most dramatic 
fashion? Also, if he really appointed Paul in a vision for this 
new task, why did he not inform his early disciples living in 
Jerusalem about the changed situation? From whatever angle 
one examines the whole phenomena, one cannot be 
convinced by the story of Paul and Luke, that Jesus appeared 
to Paul in a “vision” and appointed him as prophet for the 


Gentiles. 


Luke and Paul 

There is no doubt that Luke has played a key role to project 
Paul through his writings. In fact, both Luke and Paul had 
collaborated to turn Christianity onto a different road. They 
lived and worked together for a long time, as is confirmed 


from the writings of Paul. 


In his letters to the Gentiles, Paul mentions Luke at three 
separate junctures. He sent greetings to Luke and 


acknowledged his services. 


In his letter to Colossians, he wrote: 

“Our dear friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send 
greetings.” (Colossians 4:14) 

In his letter to Philemon, Paul referred to Luke saying, 


“Demas and Luke, my fellow workers.” 
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(Philemon, v. 24) 
Similarly, in his second letter to Timothy, he wrote: 


“Only Luke is with me.” (2 Timothy 4:11) 


The Role of Luke’s Writings 

Christians had categorized the first three gospels as “Synoptic 
Gospels”, but in fact the Gospel of Luke is quite different 
from Matthew and Mark. It does not include any basic 
teachings of Jesus about the oneness of God and his ministry 
being for the Israelites only. It is evident that such writings 
did not suit his purpose. As it was explained earlier, Luke was 
a gentile himself, and he wrote this gospel for the benefit of a 
fellow gentile. Whereas, on the other hand, the gospels of 
Matthew and Mark were written for the Israelites. In one 
place, Luke even added “gentiles” along with “Israelites” in 


his gospel, contrary to the other two evangelists. He wrote: 


Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 


“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may 
now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 
have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the sight of all nations: 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the 
glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:28-32) 


Here, Luke placed “Gentiles” prior to “Israel” which is against 


the factual position. 


So, Luke cannot be counted as a “synoptic evangelist” because 


his gospel’s theme is quite different and he was not an 
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Israelite. Both Mathew and Mark very clearly mentioned that 
the message of Jesus was only meant for the Israelites and they 


did not address non-Israelites. 


Commentators of the Bible indicated that Luke’s Book of 
Acts is purposely kept in between the four gospels and letters 
of Paul, because by reading Acts one mentally becomes ready 
to understand the contents of Paul’s letters. Acts is like a 
preface to Paul’s letters. Thus, the writings of Luke have 
played a major role in transforming the messianic message of 
Jesus Christ into Pauline theology. Due to this reason, it is 
rightly said that Luke’s Book of Acts is like a “bridge” by 
crossing which one can automatically land into Pauline 


Christianity. 
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CHAPTER 5 


James and Paul 


James was the brother of Jesus Christ, who became one of the 
most important leaders of the Jerusalem Church after the 
departure of Jesus from Palestine. As mentioned earlier, Peter 
was appointed by Jesus as his successor, and James supported 
him in his activities. Both were overlooking the progress of 


the mission in Palestine. 


In his writings, Luke has attempted to create an impression 
that James and Peter also started favouring Paul’s attitude to 
convert the Gentiles to Christianity, contrary to the teachings 
of Jesus. Before proceeding to clarify this allegation from the 
letters of Peter and James, we present a quote from the 
writings of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, the 


Promised Messiah, on whom be peace, regarding James: 


“It is important to realize that the religion which 
is championed as ‘Christianity’ is, in fact, the 
religion of Paul and not that of Christ, for the 
latter never taught the doctrine of Trinity. As 
long as he lived, he only taught the Oneness of 
God and His being without partner. After he 
died, his brother James—who was his successor 
and a holy man—also taught the Oneness of 
God. But Paul unjustly opposed him and started 
preaching contrary to his true teachings, and 


went up to the extent of creating a new faith.” 


(Fountain of Christianity P. 52) 
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Being the brother of Jesus, James held a very high rank and 
respectable position in the Church. One of his letters is 
included in the New Testament, placed after fourteen letters 
of Paul. How was Paul given priority over this elder and very 
close disciples of Jesus? It is evident that the New Testament 
was compiled by the Gentiles or those who were under the 
influence of the teachings of Paul. They arranged the material 
which suited them and rejected the rest by labelling them as 
“uncanonical”. In this important matter of compilation of the 
Bible, we find no hand of early and trained disciples of Jesus. 
The compilation of the Bible took place in Roman land—the 


land of Paul—instead of Jerusalem, the land of Jesus. 


James’ Letter 

Thankfully, at least one letter of James was included in 
the New Testament, which is sufficient to refute all the false 
and wrong ideas preached by Paul. By reading James’ letter, 
one can know the spiritual status which he inherited from his 


brother Jesus. 


Let us examine the three very important and basic features of 


this letter: 


1. The Twelve Tribes of Israel 


The first point which James has clarified in the introduction 
of his epistle is that the mission of Jesus Christ was only 
directed towards the twelve tribes of Israel. In the beginning 
of his letter, James only addresses the twelve tribes and the 


gentiles are not mentioned. He writes: 
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“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the twelve tribes scattered among the 


nations.” (James 1:1) 


It appears that he realized that the mission of Jesus was only 
for the twelve tribes of Israel. It is hence quite clear that he 
did not approve the “vision” of Paul. If Jesus enlarged the 
scope of Christianity to the Gentiles, James should not have 
specified his address only for twelve tribes of Israel. 


By the study of the letter of James, we find that he 
indirectly tried to refute all the new ideas being circulated in 
the name of Jesus by Paul and his associates. We know that 
when Paul approached the Gentiles, they refused to accept 
the laws of the Torah like circumcision and prohibitions in 
food. Instead of forcing them to follow Jewish Law, Paul took 
the easy way out, by banishing the restrictions of Jewish Law 
and naming them a “curse”. By doing this, he attempted to 
please the Gentiles and tried to entice them and keep them 
within the fold of Christianity. By taking this way of action, 
he did not care to cite any authority of Jesus or God. A true 
prophet never dares to cancel or abrogate Divine laws of his 
own accord. How can today’s Christians approve such actions 


of Paul, for which he had no Divine authority? 


2. Importance of the Jewish Law 


The second key point in James’ letter concerns the Jewish 


Law. 


Throughout his ministry, Jesus Christ did not abrogate any 


law of the Torah, for he himself had undergone circumcision 
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according to the law. Instead, he explained the real 


significance and application of the law. He announced, 


“Do not think that I have come to abolish the 


Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 


them but to fulfill them.” (Matt. 5:17) 


He also pinpointed the greatest law and the lowest, but did 
not cancel a single law. (Matt. 22:36-40) 


He encouraged his followers to act upon them 
wholeheartedly. On the other hand, Paul abrogated all laws of 
the Torah and declared them a “curse”. He wrote to 


Galatians: 


“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law by 


becoming a curse for us.” (Galatians 3:13) 


This statement of Paul is very serious. By calling the laws of 
the Torah a “curse”, he not only contradicted Jesus and 
Moses, but all prophets who were before them. God had 
blessed them with divine laws which they followed 
throughout their lives. Due to this reason, James tried to 
explain to his disciples about the importance of law. By this 
way he not only refuted the statement of Paul against the law, 
but also encouraged his followers to follow the Jewish Law 


wholeheartedly. He wrote: 


“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all 
of it... What good is it, my brothers, if a man 


claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 
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faith save him? ...Faith by itself, if it is not 


accompanied by action, is dead.” 
(James 2:10-17) 


In fact, faith and action go hand-in-hand and one cannot 
exist without the other. The same subject is repeatedly 


mentioned in the Holy Quran. Faith is always combined with 
actions by saying: LL Le ol geek 
“Who believe and do good works.” 


Some Christian commentators have noted this anomaly and 
contradiction in the statements of Paul and James. They just 
tried to reconcile them. Mr. Harrison, author of the Wycliffe 
Bible Commentary, wrote in his introductory notes of James’ 


letter: 


“To understand those verses the reader must be 
acquainted with certain Pauline formulas, yet it is 
hard to believe that the author of 2:14-26 is 
refuting Paul. This would involve an almost 
inconceivable miscomprehension of the Pauline 


doctrine of justification by faith.” 


James made it very clear that one should not ignore or leave a 
single law, as it would tantamount to forsaking all Jewish 
laws. On the other hand, Paul renounced the law of 
circumcision and unlawful food particularly and the other 


Jewish laws generally. 


The followers of James did not like to share food with 
gentiles, but Paul called such people “hypocrites”. He says: 
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“When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him in 

his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

Before certain men came from James, he used to 

eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he 

began clearly to draw back and separate himself 

from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those 

who belonged to circumcision group. The other 

Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their 

hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray”. 

(Galatians 2: 11-13) 

Here, Paul has used very harsh language against these elders 
declaring them hypocrites. He also labelled them part of the 
“circumcision group”, who just follow law but are devoid of 
real faith. 


Paul also wrote to Galatians that they should not worry about 
the attitude of some brothers who criticize them for not 
following the Jewish Law, because the gospels of both Peter 


and Paul are different. Paul writes: 


“On the contrary, they saw that I had been 
entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to 
the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to Jews. For 
God, who was at work in the ministry of Peter as 
an apostle to the Jews, was also at work in my 
ministry as an apostle to Gentiles. James, Peter 
and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me 
and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when 
they recognized the grace given to me. They 
agreed we should go to the Gentiles, and they to 
the Jews.” (Galatians 2:7-10) 
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Paul admitted here that his “gospel” is different and has 
nothing to do with the gospel of Peter. He tried to satisfy the 
Gentiles not to worry about the attitude of the followers of 
Peter, because their gospel is different. We wish to ask the 
Christians: do they agree with the statement of Paul? 

As mentioned earlier, Paul used very harsh language against 
these elders and called them “hypocrites” to please the 
Gentiles. He also said the following about Jewish Law: 


“We may be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by observing the law, because by observing the 


law no one will be justified.” 
(Galatians 2:16) 


On the other hand, James said: 


“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
actions, is dead...A person is justified by what he 
does and not by faith alone.” 


(James 2:17, 24) 


3. Warning to the Self-Styled Teachers 


The third crucial point which James clearly made in his letter 
was by issuing a warning to the self-styled teachers like Paul. 


At the end of his letter, he wrote: 


“Not many of you should presume to be teachers, 
my brothers, because you know that we who 


teach will be judged more strictly.” (James 3: 1) 
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No doubt, Paul and some of his associates posed as self-styled 
“teachers” and started trying to lead them astray. James tried 
to explain the right way and warned against such teachers 


who were trying to mislead them. 


In fact, James’ letter is full of wonderful instructions and by 
reading it, one is convinced that this writing is from a person 
who inherited spiritual knowledge from his brother and 


Master Jesus. 


In the book of Acts, Luke has tried to create an impression 
that both Peter and James started favouring the policy of Paul 
towards Gentiles. As Luke has mentioned a vision of Paul, he 
also relates a sort of a vision of Peter, in which he was told 


that nothing is “lawful or unlawful” in food. He relates: 


“The apostles and the believers throughout Judea 
heard that the Gentiles also had received the 
word of God.So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized 
him and said, “You went into the house of 


uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 


Peter began and explained everything to them precisely as it 


happened: 


“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance 
I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet 
being let down from heaven by its four corners, and 
it came down to where I was.I looked into it and 


saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, 
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reptiles and birds. Then I heard a voice telling 
me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 


“T replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or 


unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 


“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do 
not call anything impure that God has made 
clean.’ This happened three times, and then it 


was all pulled up to heaven again.” 
(Acts 11:1-10) 


One may ask that if everything created by God was “clean”, 
then why did God declare some of them to be “unclean” to 
Moses and other prophets? Also, why did Jesus not explain 
this issue to his followers during his ministry? Why did Jesus 


realize this after leaving Palestine? 


Similarly, Luke has mentioned about James that he 
appreciated the efforts of Paul and his associates to convert 
Gentiles to Christianity and removed the restrictions about 


food for them. Luke relates, 


"When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers and 
sisters received us warmly. The next day Paul and 
the rest of us went to see James, and all the 
elders were present. Paul greeted them and 
reported in detail what God had done among the 
Gentiles through his ministry. 


When they heard this, they praised God... 
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As for the Gentile believers, we have written to 
them our decision that they should abstain from 
food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the 
meat of strangled animals and from sexual 
immorality." (Acts 21: 17-25) 


As explained earlier, Luke, who himself was a gentile and a 
professional writer, promoted the ideas of his mentor Paul. 
Luke was never a companion of Jesus. His whole source of 
knowledge was from Paul, though he was a contemporary of 
Jesus. How can the writings of such a so-called “apostle” be 


considered trustworthy? 


Where ever Luke mentioned the mission of Jesus he added 
“gentiles” or “end of earth” (Luke 2:32; Acts 1:8) which Jesus 
never used himself anywhere. This addition was purposely 
made to support his stand about the Gentiles. For the same 
reason, Luke coined stories about Peter and James that they 
opposed. preaching to the Gentiles at first, but later started 
accepting them. These stories are not supported by the letters 
of James and Peter. Both in the beginning of their letters, 
addressed the Israelites only, if according to Luke, they 
changed their attitude towards the Gentiles, why did they not 
include them in their addresses? The fact is that as Luke was 
neither a companion of Jesus nor an eyewitness of his life, his 
account of events is unreliable. It contains material which is 
not supported by the authentic sayings of Jesus. No doubt, 
the selection of Luke’s writings in the New Testament played 
a significant role in changing Messianic Christianity into 


Pauline Christianity. 
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CHAPTER 6 


Paul’s Philosophy of the Inherited Sin 


The three basic principles of present-day Christianity are: 


1. Trinity 
2. Jesus — the Son of God 


3. Atonement 


These formulas are not presented by Jesus and we do not find 
them in four Gospels. Due to this reason, we don’t find any 
trace of these formulas in the early days of Christianity in 
Jerusalem. This Christian theology gradually developed in 
Roman lands when Christianity reached there through the 
efforts of Paul and his companions. When Paul started his 
proselytizing activities in pagan society, they started joining 
the new fold. However, when they came to know about the 
Jewish laws, like circumcision and kosher food, they started 
leaving the fold. It was hard on their part to act upon these 
laws. It was a great dilemma for Paul. If he insisted to follow 
the laws of the Torah to the new converts from Gentiles, they 
were not ready to accept them. At this critical juncture, as 
Paul was very much eager to keep them in the fold, he took a 
very drastic decision against the clear teachings of Jesus 


Christ. 


For the facility of the new converts, Paul dismissed 
the obligation of observing the Jewish Laws and replaced it 
for verbal faith in Jesus Christ. He further explained to them 
that this verbal faith is not only sufficient to save them from 


sin, but also to help them to get rid of the adverse 
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consequences of the sin which they inherited from their 
patriarch, Adam. Paul, in his letter to Romans has tried to 
explain this new theory in a very philosophical manner. He 


wrote: 


“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through 
one man, and death through sin, and in this way 


death came to all people, because all sinned— 


“To be sure, sin was in the world before the law 
was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s 
account where there is no _ law. Nevertheless, 
death reigned from the time of Adam to the time 
of Moses, even over those who did not sin by 
breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a 


pattern of the one to come. 


But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the 
many died by the trespass of the one man, how 
much more did God’s grace and the gift that 
came by the grace of the one man, Jesus 
Christ, overflow to the many! Nor can the gift of 
God be compared with the result of one man’s 
sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought 
condemnation, but the gift followed many 
trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the 
trespass of the one man, death reigned through 
that one man, how much more will those who 
receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 


one man, Jesus Christ! 
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Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in 
condemnation for all people,so also one 
righteous act resulted in justification and life for 
all people. For just as through the disobedience of 
the one man the many were made sinners, so also 
through the obedience of the one man the many 


will be made righteous. 


The law was brought in so that the trespass might 
increase. But where sin increased, grace increased 
all the more,so that, just as sin reigned in 
death,so also gracemight reign through 
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” (Romans 5:12-21) 


Paul further tried to explain: 


“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus, because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life 
has set youfree from the law of sin and 
death. For what the law was powerless to do 
because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned 
sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fully met in us, 
who do not live according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.” 


(Romans 8:1-4) 
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In his letters to Romans, Greeks and other tribes in the 
Roman Empire, Paul tried to assure them that by keeping 
their faith in Jesus Christ, not only would their sins be 
forgiven, but also the real root cause of all sins, the ‘original 
inherited sin’, would be atoned. Now, every person was 
interested in getting rid of sin without making any sacrifice 
for it. This was a very attractive device which Paul devised to 
retain the Gentiles inside the fold of self-styled Christianity. 
In fact, Paul did not try to mould the Gentiles according to 
the teaching and practices of Jesus Christ; rather, he changed 
the religion according to their wishful thinking and 
requirements. The Holy Quran has rightly hinted towards 


this basic weakness of Christianity: 
5 ASRS AD a5 IS tg cet SSG shal 3 
SMSHUN AU SAU LS oli GMI JB Sate 


“They imitate the saying of those who disbelieved 
before them. Allah’s curse be on them! How are 


they turned away!” 


(The Holy Quran, 9:30) 


The Creation of Mankind 
Regarding the creation of human beings, the Bible says 


that God created them “in his own image”. It says: 


“So God created mankind in his own image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and 


female he created them.” 


(Genesis 1:27) 
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If it is true that God created man in His own image, it means 
man was flawless at the time of his creation. If we admit that 
man is sinful by birth, it means he has a manufacturing 
defect. How can we call such a defective creation the “image 
of God?” The Christians tell us that Satan beguiled both 
Adam and Eve and they committed a sin which future 
generations inherited. Even prophets, who were raised for 
their guidance, were sinners by birth. It is evident that a 
person who is himself blind cannot guide others to the right 


path. A sinner cannot save other sinners. 


Here, one would like to ask how we can attribute such a 
defective creation to God? How can such creation that 
inherited sin, be responsible for its evil deeds? How can a 
person save himself from sin which he inherited? How can he 
be punished for sins, which were ingrained in his nature? God 


is Just and hence such injustice cannot be attributed to Him. 


The Holy Quran clearly states that God has created man in a 


perfect condition: 
“Surely, We have created man in the best make.” 


(The Holy Quran, 95:4) 


Then, it says: 


5 SSIS cE 85 eyo ele LF Hae Li is 
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“And say, ‘/t isthe truth from your Lord; 
wherefore let him who will, believe, and let him 


who will, disbelieve.” 
(The Holy Quran, 18:30) 


So, the Holy Quran is very clear about the fact that God, the 
Creator, created man in a very perfect state and He had given 


the choice to His creatures to improve it or spoil it. 


Why was the Formula of ‘Inherited Sin’ Devised? 

The formula of ‘inherited sin’ was devised by Paul to 
support his plea to denounce the Jewish Laws for the sake of 
the Gentiles. This new formula could not be supported by 
any saying of Jesus Christ or any of the previous prophets, 
who always enjoined their followers to act upon the Jewish 
Laws. Paul’s naive idea of ‘inherited sin’ was formulated by 
him to justify his theory of Atonement by the blood of Jesus 
on the Cross. As explained earlier, Paul termed the laws of the 
Torah ‘a curse’ for humanity, just to please the Romans and 
Greeks who were not ready to act upon them, particularly the 
laws about circumcision and kosher foods. Paul suggested that 
simple faith in Jesus is sufficient for their deliverance. He 
coined a new formula and named it “Law of Faith” which 
means that their simple faith in Jesus is sufficient and there’s 
no need to follow the laws of the Torah. By keeping their 
faith in Jesus, not only would their recent sins be forgiven, 
they would also get rid of the ill effects of inherited sin of 
their progenitor, Adam. This message from Paul proved very 
attractive to the pagans. They did not have to render any 


sacrifice for their new religion and merely by a verbal 
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pronouncement, they would be blessed with the divine 
blessings of both worlds. It was indeed a strange phenomenon 
that ‘the religion’ was sacrificed for such people who weren’t 


asked to sacrifice anything in the first place. 


Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, the 
Promised Messiah, on whom be peace, rightly pointed out 
that Paul: 


“...That, Paul went to the extent of creating a 
new faith. He set his followers against the Torah 
and taught them that there was no need for the 
Law after the Méessiah’s Atonement, and 
Christians did not need to follow the Torah 
because the Messiah’s blood was enough to wipe 


. . » 
away their sins. 


(Fountain of Christianity, p. 52) 
© 
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CHAPTER 7 


Israelite and Non-Israelite Nations 


In the New Testament, the terminology of “all 
nations” and “non-Israelite nations” is used by Jesus Christ. It 
is not synonymous, but has different connotations. Wherever 
he used “all nations”, it referred to the twelve tribes of Israel, 
which are also twelve nations. When he used “non-Israelite 
nations”, he referred to the Gentiles. Nowadays, to prove that 
Christianity is a universal religion, Christians cite these verses 
to prove their claim. However, the terminology of “all 
nations” was only used for the twelve tribes of Israel — not for 


the entire world. 


When Jesus was raised in Palestine, at that time out of 
the twelve tribes, only two tribes inhabited the land, while the 
rest of the ten tribes had been dispersed into neighboring 
countries by Nebuchadnezzar. These ten tribes are historically 
known as the “ten lost tribes”. Due to this reason, Jesus did 
not address any non-Israelite and instead, only approached 
the Jews. On one occasion, when a woman from a Canaanite 
tribe beseeched help from Jesus, he replied that he cannot 
comply with her request because she belonged to Gentile tribe 


and he is commissioned only for Israelites. He said: 


“I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
(Matthew 15:24) 


Similarly, when he sent his twelve disciples out to preach for 


the first time, he instructed them in the following words: 
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“Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any 
town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost 


sheep of Israel.” 
(Matthew 10:5-6) 


Jesus himself elucidated the definition of ‘Gentiles’ by citing 
the example of the Samaritans. Otherwise, when he used “all 


nations”, it always referred to the tribes of Israel: 


“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations.” 
(Matthew 28:19) 


“And the gospel must first be preached to all 


nations.” 
(Mark 13:10) 


“Repentance and forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 


Jerusalem.” 


(Luke 24:47) 


In all such junctures, the use of the phrase “all nations” refers 
to the Israelite tribes only; not the entire world. Luke has 
tried to differentiate between “all nations” and “non-Israelite 
nations” by classifying them as “circumcised” and 
“uncircumcised”. All Israelite tribes had their males 
circumcised while the non-Israelites were uncircumcised 


nations. He wrote: 
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“When Peter went up to Jerusalem, the 
circumcised believers criticized him and said, ‘you 
went into the house of uncircumcised men and 
ate with them.”” (Acts 11:2-3) 


It is evident that here, “circumcised” referred to Israelites and 
“uncircumcised” referred to the Gentiles. Luke has also 
mentioned that in the beginning, Paul confined his preaching 
activities solely to the Israelites. But when they rejected the 
message and opposed him vehemently, and the Gentiles 
showed interest instead, Paul warned the Israelites about the 


change of their policy. Observe how it all started: 


“On the next Sabbath almost the whole city 
gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the 
Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
jealousy. They began to contradict what Paul was 
saying and heaped abuse on him. 


Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: 
“We had to speak the word of God to you 
first. Since you reject it and do not consider 
yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to 
the Gentiles. For this is what the Lord has 


commanded us: 


‘IT have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the 


29 


earth. 


(Acts 13:44-47) 
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It is clear from this quotation that Paul’s decision to go to the 
Gentiles was not due to the command of God, but due to the 
change of the circumstances. If Paul was appointed “a light 
for Gentiles”, he should have started his assignment 
immediately, regardless of any reaction from the Israelites. 
But Luke admitted that the decision of going to the non- 


Israelites was due to the attitude of the Israelites. He said: 


“Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, 
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the 
Messiah. But when they opposed Paul and 
became abusive, he shook out his clothes in 
protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your 
own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I 


will go to the Gentiles.” 
(Acts 18:5-6) 


It is clear from this statement of Luke, “From now on I will 
go to the Gentiles” that Paul’s going to the Gentiles was 
merely circumstantial and incidental, and not under the 
command of Jesus or God. This decision of Paul was a 
reaction against the opposition of the Jews. It is very strange 
that on one hand, Luke states that Paul was assigned a 
mission by Jesus to start preaching to the Gentiles, giving him 
the unique title of “Messenger for Gentiles”, while on the 
other hand, he says that after the “vision”, Paul disappeared 
for many years in Arabia. After that, he went to Jerusalem and 
made no mention of his mission to the leaders of the Church. 


We also find that after his conversion to Christianity, he 
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confined his preaching activities to the Israelites (Acts 
9:2.1=22). 


Can any Christian explain why Paul did not start his mission 
immediately after he was assigned to the Gentiles, if he did 
indeed see Jesus in the “vision”? Why did he wait for so many 
years? Should this be the attitude of a true messenger of God? 
True messengers of God always “do as they are commanded” 
(see: The Holy Quran, 16:51) and start their mission without 


a moment’s delay. 


© 
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CHAPTER 8 


Paul and the Divine Laws 


Jesus Christ has articulated his stance on the Torah and the 


commandments of Jewish Law as follows: 


“Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside 
one of the least of these commands and teaches 
others accordingly will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 


enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Matt. 5:17-20) 


According to this statement, Jesus Christ always acted upon 
the commandments of Jewish Law. Nevertheless, he tried to 
explain the real spirit behind some of the commandments 
whereas some of the so called “custodian of the laws” stressed 
their literal application. He explained the real spirit of the 
commandments and never abrogated any commandment of 


the Mosaic Law. On the other hand, whenever Paul felt any 
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difficulty on the part of the Gentiles in understanding and 
adopting the practice of some commandments, he abrogated 
those commandments and termed them a “curse”. How could 
the laws which were revealed by God to the prophets for the 
benefit of His creation be a “curse”? The fact is that ignoring 
or abandoning the Jewish Laws on the part of the Christians 
proved to be a curse for them. It is a pity that the Christians 
ignored the stand of their “Lord” about the practice of the 
Law and followed the practice of Paul instead, who abrogated 
it just to please the Gentiles. He himself states his policy as 


follows: 


“Though I am free and belong to no one, I have 
made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 
as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to 
win the Jews. To those under the law I became 
like one under the law (though I myself am not 
under the law), so as to win those under the 
law. To those not having the law I became like 
one not having the law (though I am not free 
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as 
to win those not having the law. To the weak I 
became weak, to win the weak. I have become all 
things to all people so that by all possible means I 
might save some. I do all this for the sake of the 
gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” 


(1 Corinthians 9:19-23) 


This proves that Paul was just like a weather cock, always 


changing his directions with the flow of the winds. This is 
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neither the practice of the true Prophets, nor the legacy of the 
real Saints. They always swim against the flow. Instead of 
changing themselves according to the wishes of the people, 
they try hard to bring them towards God and they never care 
for any opposition or persecution. It is clear from the Gospels 
that Jesus Christ, unlike Paul, did not yield to the demands of 
the Jews. 

Here, one is tempted to ask the Christians: on what authority 
did Paul abrogate the laws? Does a person have the authority 
to renounce Divine Laws of his own accord? When we study 
the letters of Paul, we find that instead of transforming the 
lives of the Gentiles according to the teachings and practices 
of Jesus Christ, he just resorted to change the religion to suit 
them. Paul adopted the easiest way, which was not the way of 
prophets. The Gentiles felt difficulty in following the laws of 
circumcision and kosher foods. To facilitate and appease 


them, Paul declared these laws a “curse”. 


Paul himself admitted that he used both fair and unfair means 
to bring people into the fold of his self-styled Christianity. 
Instead of preferring the practice of their master Jesus Christ, 
the Christians followed Paul who condemned the Divine 


Laws only for the sake of Gentiles. He said: 


“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed 


. . » 
is everyone who is hung on a pole. 


(Galatians 3:13) 
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Accursed or Blessed? 

Paul did not care that he called the prophet of God an 
“accursed One” for the sake of Gentiles. Instead of 
renouncing such a person, Christians decorated him as a 
“saint”. We should also try to understand that the Jews 
wanted to hang Jesus on the cross to prove that he was not a 
true Messiah but a false claimant. If we admit that Jesus really 
died on the cross, it means that we support the mischievous 
stance of the Jews that the Messiah was not a true prophet of 
God. The fact is that the Jews were only partially successful in 
putting him on the cross as he did not die thereon. God saved 
him miraculously. By this way, Jesus was not an “Accursed 
One” but a “Blessed One”. God proved to the Jews that He 
had the power to save his Messiah and reduce his opponents 


to meet failure in their nefarious designs. 


Are the Laws of the Torah a Curse? 
Paul termed the Jewish Law a “curse” and pleaded that verbal 
faith in Jesus Christ was sufficient and there was no need to 


observe the laws of the Torah. He says: 


“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful 
Gentiles know that a person is not justified by the 
works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So 
we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we 
may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the 
works of the law, because by the works of the law 


no one will be justified.” 


(Galatians 2:15-16) 
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“Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of 
what law? The law that requires works? No, because 
of the law that requires faith. For we maintain that a 
person is justified by faith apart from the works of the 


law.” 
(Romans 3:27-28) 


“For if those who depend on the law are heirs, 
faith means nothing and the promise is 
worthless, because the law brings wrath. And 


where there is no law there is no transgression.” 
(Romans 4:14-15) 


It is very strange that on one hand, Paul declared the Jewish 
laws a “curse” and on the other, he tried to justify negating 
the law by saying that faith in Jesus itself is a sort of “religious 
law”. Thus, in the same breath, he tried to satisfy both the 
Jews and the Gentiles. 


What is Religious Law? 

Let us try to understand what “religious law” is. In simple 
words, we can define religious law as “the code of conduct, 
both positive and negative, revealed by God to His chosen 
ones (prophets), for the guidance of the mankind”. All 
prophets received revelations from God and set their practical 
application accordingly and encouraged their followers to 
emulate it. This is how a distinguished spiritual society is 
formed. Paul had no authority to declare these divine laws a 
curse. Without revelation and reformation, a spiritual society 
cannot develop. Religious law is just like a guideline provided 


by the Creator to help fulfill the purpose for which human 
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beings are created. As a manufacturer provides a user’s 
manual to operate the machinery or device properly, one can 
benefit from that machinery or device only by following that 
manual otherwise that will not serve the purpose. Similarly, 
religious laws are the guidelines revealed to prophets for the 
benefit of the creatures. We should try to understand the 
wisdom behind these laws and do not condemn them because 
of any difficulty. Only by following those laws, the human 
beings can scale their spiritual heights. It is a pity, that Paul, 
in order to retain the early Christians converted from Gentiles 
into his fold, condemned these Divine laws. The real 
companions of Jesus like Peter and James in Palestine never 
approved this stand of Paul and opposed it strongly. It is also 
a pity that when the Pauline Christianity spread in Roman 
lands among Gentiles they openly denounced the Jewish Law. 
This became the dangerous turning point in the history of 
Christianity. 


Divine Laws Are a Blessing 

When Paul wrote his letters to different groups of the new 
converts from Gentiles, he tried to suggest some solution for 
their timely problems. He had the least idea that his letters in 
future shall be treated as “scriptures”. Paul never claimed that 
his writings were inspired by God. When Christianity 
flourished in Roman Lands, the new theology was based on 
the writings of Paul and the original writings and teachings of 
Jesus were ignored. Paul for the facility of Gentiles suggested 
that simple faith in Jesus is sufficient for the deliverance. 
Thus, the Divine Laws were discarded and verbal faith in 


Jesus was adopted as the basis for their new faith. As discussed 
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earlier that early converts in Palestine and particularly James 
the brother of Jesus, in his letter, stressed the importance of 


Jewish laws. He writes, 


“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to 
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
Tater -gecscucathe faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead.” (James 2;14-17) 


It seems that James warned against the plea of Paul and 


stressed the practice of the laws of the Torah. 


Let us examine the plea of Paul about the condemnation of 


the Jewish Law from another angle. He wrote to Romans, 


“Law brings wrath. And where there is no law 


there is no transgression.” (Romans 4; 15) 


How the Christians can justify this logic in worldly laws? if 
there are laws enforced in the country, the person who will 
violate them, shall be punished. But if there is no law in the 
country so there shall be no punishment for its violation. Can 
the peace of a country be maintained without the laws of the 
land? If we appreciate the enforcement of law for the sake of 


peace in worldly life, why to condemn it in spiritual life? 


© 
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CHAPTER 9 


Paul and the Law of Faith 


We have discussed in detail how some Greeks and Romans 
who were converted by Paul to Christianity faced the great 
problem of practicing the Jewish Law, particularly the laws of 


circumcision and kosher foods. 


The Law of Faith 

Paul in his letters to Gentiles suggested a solution for this 
problem, that instead of the Jewish Law, their acceptance of 
Jesus is a sort of religious law for them. He named it the “Law 
of Faith”. Paul also allowed them to follow their pagan rituals 
and eat whatever they liked because the natural laws they were 
practicing were good for them. Paul named them the “natural 


. . » 
religious laws. 


Thus, Paul substituted two self-styled religious laws to satisfy 
the gentiles. 


In his letters to the gentiles, Paul tried to prove that the literal 
or physical aspects of the Jewish Laws had nothing to effect 
on the spiritual up-liftment of its followers. In this regard, he 
cited the immoral condition of the Jews of his time, which 
proved that the physical laws of circumcision, etc., never 
improved their spiritual condition. As explained earlier, he 
used fantastic logic to avoid physical circumcision. Let’s take 
a look at how he interprets the law of circumcision. He wrote 


to Romans: 
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“A man is not Jew if he is only one outwardly, 
nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. 
No, a man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by 
the spirit, not by the written code. Such a 


man’s praise is not from men, but from God.” 


(Romans 2:28-29) 


Natural Religious Laws 

It is beyond comprehension that Paul on one hand declared 
the Divine laws a “curse”, and on the other, he coined two 
different types of laws and substituted them. This means that 
God, the Creator, had better not reveal any law for the 
guidance of mankind and that simple faith in Jesus is a sort of 
“religious law” and that following natural laws is also a sort of 
“religious law” for them. Paul tries to explain this in his letter 


to the Romans, saying, 


“But now a righteousness from God, apart from 
law, has been made known, to which the law and 
prophets testify. This righteousness from God 
comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference, for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, and are 
justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God 
presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, 
through faith in his blood...Where then is 
boasting? It is excluded on what principle? On 


that observing the law? No, but for we maintain 
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that a man is justified by faith apart from 
observing the law.” (Romans 3:21-28) 


We have already discussed that Jesus very strictly confined his 
mission to the Israelites and that he did not address any non- 
Israelites in his own time in this world. But Paul extended the 
mission of Jesus to all and declared that simple faith in Jesus 
was a substitute for the Jewish Law. He tried to satisfy both 
parties. Let us see how he tries to justify his stance. He wrote 


to Romans: 


“Is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God 
of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, since there 
is only one God, who will justify the circumcised 
by faith and the uncircumcised through that 
same faith. Do we nullify the law by this faith? 
Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law.” 


(Romans 3:29-31) 


Similarly, Paul writes to Galatians, 


“So we, too, put our faith in Christ Jesus that we 
may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 
observing the law, because by observing the law 
no one will be justified.” (Galatians 2:15-16) 


Paul further tries to justify his stand. He wrote to Romans, 


“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus 
the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of 
sin and death. For when the law was powerless to do 
in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did 
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by sending his own son in the likeness of sinful man 
to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in 
sinful man, in order that the righteous requirements 
of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live 
according to the sinful nature but according to the 
Spirit.” (Romans 8: 1-4) 


Similarly, Paul wrote to Galatians, 


“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us, for it is and not by 
observing written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is 


hung on a tree.” 


(Galatians 3313) 


Paul’s Innovative Logic 

Paul declared the Jewish Law a “curse” and tried to entice the 
new converts towards his self-styled Christianity. The Israelite 
Christians insisted that the new converts must follow the 
Jewish Law; otherwise, they would be sinners. It was a very 
difficult problem for Paul. If he accepted the demand of the 
Israelites, the new converts from the gentiles were not ready 
to accept it. On the other hand, if he took the side of the 
gentiles, the Israelites would turn against him. Paul wanted to 
please both groups and particularly to keep gentile converts in 
his fold at any cost. To satisfy both parties, he played a 
hypocritical role and used his typical logic to prove that 
simple faith in Jesus and in the Natural Laws practiced by the 
gentiles were also a sort of religious law for them. Thus, there 


was no need to follow the Jewish Law. 
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At the time of Jesus, apart from the Israelites, the nations 
living in the Roman Empire and Greece were polytheistic and 
idolatrous. They had no concept of one or any knowledge of 
lawful or unlawful foods. Even if it is accepted that Paul 
wanted to convert them as Christians, it was necessary for 
them to accept the Unity of God and follow the 
commandments of the Jewish Law. But when Paul found that 
they are not ready for it, he adopted the easy way of declaring 
the Laws of Moses*® a curse and their idolatrous rituals were 
named the “Laws of Nature”. In his letters, Paul has tried to 
convince the gentiles about the futility of Divine Laws. He 
simply called them to accept Jesus Christ and in return, they 
would get rid of all sins. By the use of this logic and clear 
renunciation of Jesus’ mission, Paul was able to retain the 
gentiles in his counterfeit Christianity while the real mission 
of Jesus Christ came to naught and his mission was baptised 


as Pauline Christianity. 
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CHAPTER 10 


Paul and Circumcision 


The law of circumcision is practiced by all Jews and Muslims, 
as it was the practice of the patriarch Abraham®. It was a 
binding law for all his sincere followers. This practice was 
solemnised by Jesus and later by Paul. However, in the 
presence of clear-cut instructions by Jesus Christ about not to 
proselytize the gentiles, Paul started preaching among them. 
When they came to know about the ritual of circumcision, 
they were not ready to practise it and began reverting. As 
mentioned earlier, this was a great dilemma for Paul. Instead 
of making efforts to convince them about the usefulness of 
the Jewish Laws, he immediately started condemning them; 
picking faults in them and out rightly termed them a curse. 
How strange that a blessed ritual which was in practice for 
centuries was suddenly abrogated by Paul due to the 
objection of the gentiles. One wonders about the attitude of 
the followers of Jesus Christ who—instead of rejecting Paul’s 


plea—also accepted it readily. 


In his letters to Gentiles, Paul abolished this Abrahamic 
practice and began condemning the Israelite Christians, who 
insisted on the practice of circumcision for the new converts 


from Gentiles. Let us see what he says: 


“Circumcision has value if you observe the law, 
but if you break the law, you have become as 
though you had not been circumcised, if those 


who are not circumcised keep the law’s 
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requirements, will they not be regarded as though 
they were circumcised?... A man is not Jew if he is 
only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely 
outward and physical. No, a man is Jew if he is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is 
circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by 
the written code. Such a man’s praise is not 
from men, but from God.” 


(Romans 2:25 -29) 


It is true that the physical act of circumcision shall not make a 
person pious and righteous, but every pious person is required 
to follow all physical, moral and spiritual commandments 
vouchsafed by the Prophets and the Divines. There is 
certainly some wisdom behind every Divine commandment. 
We must try to find the real wisdom behind it and must not 


denounce it due to our own problems. 


There is no doubt that the covenant of circumcision was 
prescribed by Prophet Abraham* and very clearly written in 


Bible. It is mentioned: 


“Then God said to Abraham, ‘As for you, you 
must keep my covenant, you and _ your 
descendants after you for the generations to 
come. This is my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, the covenant you are to 
keep: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision, 
and it will be the sign of the covenant between 


me and you... Any uncircumcised male, who has 
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not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off 


from his people, he has broken my covenant.” 
(Genesis 17:9-14) 


Due to its importance in respect to the covenant, even Jesus 
Christ, who is considered “son of God” by the Christians was 


not exempted. It is written, 


“On the eighth day, when it was time to 
circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name 
the angel had given him before he had been 


conceived.” 
(Luke 2:21) 


Similarly, Paul himself has admitted that he was circumcised. 


He says, 


“If anyone else thinks he has reason to put 
confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised 


on the eighth day, of the people of Israel.” 
(Philip. 3:4-5) 


Controversy over Circumcision 
In his book Acts, Luke at first reports in detail the acceptance 
of new faith by Gentiles. He writes, 


“On arriving there (Antioch) they gathered the 
church together and reported all that God had 
done through them and how He had opened the 
door of faith to the Gentiles. (Acts 14:27-28) 
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At this juncture, an issue of circumcision was raised by some 
brothers who belonged to Judea. They insisted on the practice 
of circumcision for the Gentiles. A sharp controversy started 
and it was decided that the matter should be referred to the 


council in Jerusalem. Luke writes about it saying: 


“Some men came down from Judea to Antioch 
and were teaching the brothers: “Unless you are 
circumcised, according to the custom taught by 
Moses, you cannot be saved. This brought Paul 
and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with 
them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, 
along with some other believers, to go up to 
Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this 


question.” 
(Acts 15:1-2) 


Luke has recorded the discussion and the final decision in 


detail, as follows: 


“When they came to Jerusalem, they were 
welcomed by the church and the apostles and 
elders, to whom they reported every thing God 
had done through them... 


Then some of the believers who belonged to the 
party of the Pharisee stood and said “The Gentiles 


must be circumcised and required to obey the law 
of Moses...’ 
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The apostles and elders met to consider this 
question, Peter got up and addressed them: 
‘Brothers, you know that some time ago God 
made a choice among you that the Gentiles 
might hear from my lips the message of the 
gospel God, who knows the hearts showed that 
he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to 
them, just as he did to us. He made no 
distinction between us and them for he purified 
their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try, 
to test God by putting on the necks of the 
disciples a yoke that neither we nor our fathers 
have been able to bear? No! We believe it is 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we 
are saved, just as they are...’ When they 
finished, James spoke up: “Brothers, listen to 
me. Simon has described to us how God at 
first showed his concern by taking from 
Gentiles a people for himself...It is my 
judgment, therefore that we should not make it 
difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to 
God.” 


(Acts 15:4-19) 


Luke has also mentioned that the elders in Jerusalem did not 
verbally give their verdict in favour of Paul but also sent a 
letter through Judas and Silas to be delivered by hand and to 


confirm verbally what is written. Luke writes, 


“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us not 
to burden you with anything beyond the 
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following requirements. You are to abstain from 
food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the 
meat of strangled animals and from sexual 
immorality. You will do well to avoid these 


things.” 
(Acts 15:28-29) 


The Final Decision 

Luke, in his book Acts, has tried to give the impression that 
the delegation sent to Jerusalem to get a final decision from 
Peter and James about the controversial issue of circumcision, 
was given in favour of Paul. We have already discussed in 
detail that Luke himself was non-Israelite and a close aide of 
Paul and that in his writings; he always sided with Paul and 
projected him as a champion of Christianity. Thus, the 
statement of Luke is biased, and unfortunately there is no 
other contemporary historian who has written about it. So we 
cannot confirm its authenticity. The only way left open for us 
is to examine Luke's claims about the favourable attitude of 
Peter and James for the Gentiles in the light of their own 
writings in the New Testament. Fortunately, there are two 
letters of Peter and one letter of James in the New Testament. 
Let us see whether the view attributed by Luke for Peter and 
James in support of Paul is also supported by their writings or 


not. 


Did James Support Paul? 
When we read the letters of these two elders, we find that 
instead of supporting Paul, they rejected his viewpoint and 


warned their followers against him. 
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Let us first examine the letter of James. No doubt, this letter 
is filled with wonderful advice, but does not in any way 
support the viewpoint of Paul. James, who is called the “Pillar 
of the Church” by Paul (see Galatians 2:9), only addressed 


the twelve tribes of the Israelites. James writes: 


“James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. To the twelve tribes scattered among the 


nations.” 
(James 1:1) 


Here, James only addressed the twelve Israelite tribes. It is 
evident that James believed that Christ’s mission was only for 
the Israelites and he did not support Paul’s efforts for the 
conversion of Gentiles. James also rejected the plea of Paul 
about the Jewish laws. He emphatically encouraged believers 


to act upon all the Jewish laws. James wrote: 


“For whosoever keeps the whole law and yet 
stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all 


of it.” 
(James 2:10) 
James further explained the importance of actions and wrote: 


“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to 
have faith but has no deed? Can such faith save 
him...Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 


action is dead.” 


(James 2:14-17) 
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In the light of these very clear assertions of James, how can 
one conclude that he supported Paul’s cause? Thus, the 
statement of Luke cannot be taken as true. He just tried to 
project his wishful thinking. Otherwise, James’ own writing 


does not support Luke’s statement. 


Did Peter Support Paul? 

When we study the letters of Peter, we find that just like 
James, his letters also do not support the viewpoint of Paul. 
In the very beginning of his letter, Peter addressed the 


Israelites, who were scattered in different cities of Asia Minor 


saying: 


“T Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God’s elect, 
strangers in the world, scattered throughout 


Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia Asia and Bithynia.” 
(Peter 1:1) 


If Peter supported the mission of Jesus for the gentiles, why 
did he only address the Israelites, who were scattered in 


different places? 


As mentioned earlier in the relevant chapters, the view 
attributed by Luke that Peter changed his view about the 
Gentiles and favoured a concession for them is not supported 
by his writings in the New Testament. On the other hand, he 


warned the believers about the “false prophets.” 


“But there were also false prophets among the 
people, just as there will be false teachers among 
you. They will secretly introduce destructive 


heresies even denying the sovereign Lord... These 
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teachers will exploit you with stories they have 


made up.” 
(2 Peter 2:1-3) 


Is Circumcision Compulsory for Adults? 
By the way, we wish to explain here that the covenant of 
circumcision is for the newborns and minors; not for adults. 


Let us first see what the Bible says about this covenant: 


“This is my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, the covenant you are to 
keep: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. You are to undergo circumcision, 
and it will be the sign of the covenant between 
me and you. For the generations to come every 
male among you who is eight days old must be 


circumcised...” 
(Genesis 17:10-12) 


This means that the covenant was for newborns only, and not 
for adults. But the Bible also describes that when the 
commandment of circumcision was first given to Abraham, 
he was also circumcised along with all members of his family. 


It says, 


“On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael 
and all those born in his household or bought 
with his money, every male in his household, and 
circumcised them, as God told him. Abraham 
was ninety-nine years old when he was 


circumcised, and his son Ishmael was thirteen; 
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Abraham and his son Ishmael were both 


circumcised on that same day. And every male in 


Abraham’s household...” 
(Genesis 17:23-27) 


Now due to this practice of Abraham, when Gentiles 
converted into Christianity, the hardliners demanded that 
they should be circumcised and some even were. The act of 
circumcision on adults was very painful and it was not easy 
for everyone to undergo it. They were scared and started 
leaving the fold. Thus, to facilitate them, Paul condemned 
this Jewish Law. 


The ritual of circumcision is also in practice in the Muslims 
as they are also the followers of Abraham*. However, only 
newborns are circumcised and there is not a single narration 
from the early Islam which describes the practice of 
circumcision of adults. As for the practice of Abraham and 
the adults of his family who were circumcised, that was an 
exceptional case. Abraham probably wanted to set an example 
about this ritual for others. If, for example, any non-Muslim 
is converted to Islam today, he is not required to undergo this 


practice; but his minor children will be circumcised. 


© 
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CHAPTER 11 


Paul’s Self Devised Commandments 


We have already discussed at length that Paul declared the 
Divine commandments and laws a “curse”, only to appease 
the Gentiles. He suggested that simple faith in Jesus is 
sufficient for their deliverance. At the same time, Paul knew 
very well that faith cannot exist without actions. Faith must 


be supported with actions, otherwise it cannot exist. 


Let us first read his compromising policy which he explained 


to Corinthians: 


“Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for 
I am compelled to preach, woe to me if I do not 
preach the gospel! ... Though I am free and belong 
to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to 
win as many as possible. To the Jews I became 
like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the 
law I became like one under the law (though I 
myself not under the law), so as win to those 
under the law. To those not having the law | 
became like one not having the law (though I am 
not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s 
law) so as to win those not having the law. To the 
weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have 
become all things to all men so that by all 


possible means I might save them.” 


(1 Corinthians 9:16-22) 
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With this lenient attitude, Paul accepted Gentiles into the 
fold of Christianity with all their previous practices and 
idolatrous beliefs intact. They were invited to accept Jesus 
only and not required to follow the commandments of Jewish 
Law. As per his policy, Paul did not force the Gentiles to 
mould themselves according to the principles of the religion, 
but for their convenience, he moulded the religion according 


to their wishes. 


The Christians call Paul a messenger of God, but this never 
has been the conduct of the prophets and the divines. They 
always call people towards such things for which they have to 
render sacrifices. They call believers towards sacrifices. They 
never yield to their worldly demands. The Holy Quran refers 
to it by saying: 
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“Every time a messenger comes to you with what you 
yourselves desire not.” 
(Al-Bagarah. V88) 


Instead of convincing the Gentiles to follow the Jewish Law, 
he not only condemned it but also started finding faults in 


those who insisted on practicing its laws. 
Paul also blamed the Jews for breaking the laws. 


“You who preach against stealing, do you steal? 
You who say that people should not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who 


abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who brag 
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about the law, do you dishonor God by breaking 
the law? As it is written: ‘God’s name _ is 


> 


blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” 
(Rom. 2:21-24) 


If Jews did not practice certain laws strictly, it does not mean 
that Paul should declare them a curse. We find through the 
letters of Paul that he himself introduced many laws for the 
Gentiles. If we accept that laws are a curse, what do 


Christians say about these laws which Paul devised for them? 


Paul’s Commandments for Marriage 

In his letters, Paul has mentioned some commandments 
regarding marriage and divorce, etc. He confesses that in this 
respect, he did not get any command from the Lord. The 
basic instruction is that the believers should preferably remain 
celibate and not look for a wife. Perhaps due to this reason, he 


did not marry. He wrote, 


“Now about virgins: I have no command from 
the Lord, but I give a judgment as one who by 
the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy? Because of the 
present crisis, I think that it is good for you to 
remain as you are. Are you married? Do not seek 
a divorce. Are you unmarried? Do not look for a 


wife.” 
(1 Corin. 7:25-27) 


“But the man who has settled the matter in his 
own mind, who is under no compulsion but has 


control over his own will, and who has made up 


107 


PAUL OR JESUS: WHO WAS THE REAL FOUNDER OF CHRISTIANITY? 


his mind not to marry the virgin—this man also 
does the right thing. So then, he who marries the 
virgin does right, but he who does not marry her 


does even better.” 


(1 Corinthians 7: 37-38) 


Paul and Gender Discrimination 


1. Women Are Subordinate to Men 
Paul wrote certain laws for women: 


“But I want you to realize that the head of every 
man is Christ, and the head of the woman is 
man, and the head of Christ is God. Every man 
who prays or prophesies with his head covered 
dishonors his head. But every woman who prays 
or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors 
her head—it is the same as having her head 
shaved. For if a woman does not cover her head, 
she might as well have her hair cut off; but if it is 


a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut off or 


her head shaved, then she should cover her head. 


A man ought not to cover his head, since he is 
the image and glory of God; but woman is the 
glory of man. For man did not come from 
woman, but woman from man; neither was man 
created for woman, but woman for man. It is for 


this reason that a woman ought to have authority 
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over her own head, because of the angels. 
Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not 
independent of man, nor is man independent of 
woman. For as woman came from man, so also 


man is born of woman. But everything comes 


from God. 


Judge for yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to 
pray to God with her head uncovered? Does not 
the very nature of things teach you that if a man 
has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, but that if a 
woman has long hair, it is her glory? For long 
hair is given to her as a covering. If anyone wants 
to be contentious about this, we have no other 


practice—nor do the churches of God.” 


(1 Corinthians 11:3-16) 


2. Women Must Remain Silent in Churches 
Paul writes about the etiquette for the women in church 


congregations: 


“As in all the congregations of the saints, women 
should remain silent in the churches. They are 
not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, 
as the Law says. If they want to inquire anything, 
they should ask their husbands at home; for it is 


disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.” 


(1 Corinthians 14:33-35) 


Here he refers to the Law of the Torah (the translators 
purposely did not mention the Torah, although it is 
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mentioned in the original text). Paul condemned only such 
laws which the Gentiles felt were difficult to practice. 
Otherwise all other laws which belonged to moral and 


a 3 . (<4 » 
spiritual reformations are not a “curse”, but good! 


It is also very clear from the above that in principle, Paul did 
not like the presence of women in church congregations. If 
they attend the service in church, they should not be allowed 
to speak; and if they require any clarification, they should not 
seek it in church, but should ask their husbands at home. 


We wish to ask the custodians of the churches that is this 
instruction of Paul practiced anywhere? Most of the 
attendance of present-day churches consists of women. Even 
the Pope has promoted women to ministers and heads of 
some churches. Our basic point is that if the laws are a curse, 


why did Paul himself suggest laws for the Christians? 
© 
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CHAPTER 12 


From Saul to St. Paul 


The real name of Paul was Saul, who is now known in 
the Christian World as Saint Paul. He was named Saul at 
birth and he is known in the Jewish literature by the same 
name. He adopted the name Paul for other people because he 
got Roman citizenship through his father and could speak 
both Roman and Greek languages fluently. He used both 
names according to the situation to derive benefit from these 


people, as it best suited him. 


The life history of Paul is not known. The historians 
only know what Luke has described in “Acts” or whatever he 
himself mentioned in his different letters. Otherwise, no 
contemporary historian has written about him, which means 
that he was not a well-known figure of his time. Due to this 
reason, no one took notice of him. The author of Columbia 


Desk Encyclopaedia writes under “Paul”: 


“To trace the course of his life in detail is 
difficult. The chief sources are only the Acts of 
the Apostles and the epistles attributed to Paul.” 


Historians are in doubt concerning the authenticity of 
the letters that are attributed to Paul and included in New 
Testament. Bible commentators could not trace the origin of 
some letters. These writings were collected after a long time 
and were labelled as “Holy Scriptures”, although the authors 


of those writings never claimed that God revealed them. 
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These writings have no divine origin and they are only useful 


in providing some historical information of the olden times. 


In his letters, Paul has described some aspects of his 


personal life. For example, in his letter to Philippians he says, 


“If someone else thinks they have reasons to 
put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the 
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a 
Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as 
for righteousness based on the law, faultless. But 


whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for 


the sake of Christ.” 
(Philippians 3:5-7) 


Paul and Luke had repeatedly mentioned that being an 
Orthodox Jew, he thought it a righteous act to persecute 
Christians and kill them. Luke quotes him saying, 


“Then Paul said: ‘I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, but brought up in this city. Under 
Gamaliel I was thoroughly trained in the law of 
our fathers and just a zealous for God as any of 
you are today. I persecuted the followers of this 
Way to their death, arresting both men and 
women and throwing them into prison, as also 
the high priest and all the Council can testify. I 


even obtained letter from them to their brothers 
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in Damascus and went there to bring these, 


people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished.” 
(Acts 22: 3-5) 


In his pursuit against the Christians, Paul has also 
mentioned an incident about a newly converted Christian, 
Stephen, who was mercilessly killed by the Jews. He also 
participated with them. Paul relates: 


“While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, 
‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he fell on his 
knees and cried out, “Lord do not hold this sin 
against them.’ When he said this, he fell asleep. 
And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.” 


(Acts 7:59-60) 


Paul’s Journey to Damascus 

As mentioned earlier, Paul undertook a journey with 
some extremists towards Damascus to bring back those 
Christians who had fled to save their lives. On his way to 
Damascus, Paul mentioned that he saw a vision in mid- 
daylight in which Jesus spoke to him and warned against his 
anti-Christian activities. Jesus spontaneously equipped him 
with a new mission to convert Gentiles into the fold of 
Christianity. We have already discussed the critical review of 
contradictory statements of Paul and Luke about his vision in 


earlier chapters. 


If we do accept the notion that the alleged “vision” of Paul 
was true and Jesus appointed him an apostle for the Gentiles, 


one would love to ask why Jesus did not start this task of 
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preaching to the Gentiles during his own lifetime in the 
world? Also, Jesus did not announce this appointment of Paul 
to the leaders of the Church in Jerusalem. Again, it was 
necessary for Paul to go back to Jerusalem to inform them 
about his “new mission”. What we find is that first Paul 
disappeared for about three years from the scene and after 
that, when he went to Jerusalem, he did not announce his 
“holy mission”. Paul kept silent and no one knew about his 
“appointment” and it was Barnabas who tried to introduce 
him and mentioned his vision. One wonders to ask: what was 
the wisdom on the part of Paul to hide his mission? Luke has 


mentioned the visit of Paul to Jerusalem as follows: 


“When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the 
disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he really was a disciple. But 
Barnabas took him and brought him to the 
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey 
had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken 
to him, and how in Damascus he had preached 
fearlessly in the name of Jesus. So Saul stayed 
with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, 
speaking loudly in the name of the Lord. He 
talked and debated with the Grecian Jews, but 
they tried to kill him.” 


(Acts 9:26-29) 


After the so-called “vision”, during his first visit to 
Jerusalem, why Paul did not announce his new status which 


had been assigned to him by Jesus? The leaders of the church 


114 


MUHAMMAD AJMAL SHAHID 


and other people did not know any thing new about Paul. 
Barnabas tried to introduce him, but he also didn’t mention 
anything about the “new status” of Paul. This means even 
Barnabas did not know about it, or perhaps he was hiding it 
purposely. If Paul was really assigned the job of preaching to 
the Gentiles, why did he delay it for so many years? Why 
didn’t he start his work among Gentiles immediately after his 
“vision”? Contrary to that, he started preaching to the Jews 
exclusively. Keeping all these facts in view, one is unable to 


believe in the story of the “vision”. 


Preaching to the Gentiles was Incidental 

When we study the “Acts”, we find that Paul did not start his 
preaching to Gentiles after his vision. As explained earlier, he 
did not address any gentile for many years. If Paul really was 
commissioned by Jesus as the “Apostle for Gentiles”, why did 
he not start his “holy job” immediately? From the study of 
Acts, it seems that Paul’s attention to the conversion of 
Gentiles was accidental. As usual, he was always addressing 
the Jews but in such meetings, some Gentiles also joined the 
gathering and started showing interest in the message. Luke 
has mentioned one such meeting. The meeting was held in 
one of the synagogues and the new converts suggested 


continuing it the following week: 


“As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the 
synagogue, the people invited them to speak 
further about these things on the next Sabbath. 
When the congregation was dismissed, many of 


the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed 
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Paul and Barnabas, who talked with them and 


urged them to continue in the grace of God. 


“On the next Sabbath almost the whole city 
gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When the 
Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with 
jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul 


was saying. 


“Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: 
we had to speak the word of God to you first. 
Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves 
worthy of eternal life. We now turn to the 
Gentiles. For this is what the Lord has 


commanded us.” 
(Acts 13:42-47) 


Here, Paul has mentioned that he wanted to go to the 
Gentiles because the Jews had rejected him. The factual 
position is that in the so-called “vision”, nothing was 
mentioned of his first going to the Jews and after their 
rejection, he should go to Gentiles. If it was true that he was 
appointed as a “Messenger for Gentiles” by Jesus, he should 
have started his job immediately, without any delay. But he 
did not comply with the so-called “Divine command” for 
many years. Again, this statement of Luke gives impression 
that Paul’s going to Gentiles was incidental. Paul decided to 
go to the Gentiles because he saw that Gentiles are showing 


much interest while the Jews have opposed and rejected him. 


Luke writes about the growing interest of Gentiles, 
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“When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad 
and honored the word of the Lord; and all who 
were appointed for eternal life believed. The word 


of Lord spread through the whole region.” 
(Acts 13:48-49) 


Founder of a New Religion 

Gentiles joined the fold of Christianity assuming it as a new 
society. But when they came to know that they have to 
observe certain laws which include circumcision and 
restrictions on food, it was hard for them to comply and thus 
they started leaving the fold. Paul, who was very happy about 
their joining the fold, did not like to lose them easily. This 
proved a turning point in the history of Christianity. Instead 
of trying to convince them about the utility of such laws, he 
started condemning the Divine Laws and labeled them “a 


» 
curse. 


No doubt, by this policy, he was able to hold these Gentiles 
in his fold, but the real religion revived by Jesus was lost and a 


new Christianity emerged, whose founder was not Jesus, but 
Paul. 


Letters of Paul 

The Gentiles who joined the fold of Christianity were 
spread in different parts of the Roman Empire. Since it was 
impossible for Paul to go to all these places personally, he 
started writing letters to them to dispel their doubts. Later on, 
these letters were collected and added to the New Testament. 
In these letters, Paul encouraged them to believe in Jesus and 


they should not worry about the observance of the Jewish 
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Laws. Their verbal faith is sufficient for their deliverance. He 


wrote to Romans: 


“But now a righteousness from God, apart 
from law, has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness 
from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe. There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and fail short of the glory of God, 
and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” 


(Romans 3:21-24) 


Paul started writing letters to these various groups to dispel 
their fears about the new religion. In these letters, he tried to 
satisfy the new converts that their faith in Jesus Christ was 
sufficient and the laws of Sharia were secondary. Paul wrote 
these letters in a different perspective. At that time, it could 
have never occurred in his mind that in the future, these 


letters shall be given a special status of “holy scripture”. 


But when the Pauline Christianity started spreading in 
Roman and Greek regions, these letters were randomly 
collected and being circulated. Later on, they were added 
along with the books of the New Testament of the Bible. In 
due course, the new theology developed on the contents of 
the letters of Paul. Now Paul was no more Saul but officially 


adopted as Saint Paul. 


In short, in view of the difficulties of the Gentiles, Paul 


adopted a path of compromise which welcomed their 
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traditions and customs into his version of Christianity. As a 
result, concepts such as Jesus being the son of God, Trinity, 
Atonement, etc., and festivals such as Easter and Christmas 
were introduced. Christianity sacrificed its original values for 
the sake of the new converts, while they continued the same 


practices but merely changed their names. 


After Jesus Christ’s migration from Palestine, Peter had been 
appointed his vicegerent, who had the full support of Jesus’ 
brother James—a respectable figure of his time. As long as 
they lived, Jesus’ Christianity flourished in Jerusalem and its 
neighbouring areas. However, as there was no successor after 
Peter’s death, that version of Christianity began losing its 
strength. Afterwards, when Pauline Christianity began 
prospering in Rome, a type of local successorship was 
established under the auspices of the Pope; but there was no 
consistency in it. Due to the prevalence of self-concocted 
interpretations, different groups arose with conflicting 


opinions. 


When Constantine the Great accepted Christianity 
three centuries later, he realized there were a lot of conflicting 
views and ideologies. Hence, he convened the scholars and 
clergy of all groups and entrusted them with the task of 
coming up with a unified set of dogmas. This important 


council is known as the Council of Nicea. 


It is pity that in this Council only those leaders from 
Rome were called who joined Christianity from Gentiles. No 
one was invited from the original leaders who were based in 
Jerusalem to participate in this Council. It was only one-sided 


representation of those who were groomed by Paul and his 
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friends. How we can expect to see the true picture of the 
teachings of Jesus Christ from this Council? The Gentiles of 
the Roman Empire believed in the ‘sun’ as god. Some 
believed in three gods. They celebrated Easter during the 
spring and other annual festivals in December. Paul 
introduced these pagan customs, beliefs and celebrations to 
Christianity. Due to this reason, Mormons and Jehovah 
Witnesses do not celebrate some of these celebrations. In fact, 
this form of Christianity was never preached by Jesus and his 


early apostles. 


Keeping in mind the historical fact that the real 
founder of Christianity never approached a Gentile in his 
own lifetime. Paul was his contemporary but Jesus neither 
mentioned him nor met him. But after Jesus’ absence, Paul 
suddenly appeared on the scene and claimed that Jesus had 
appointed him an “Apostle for the Gentiles”. This is a very 
strange phenomenon which is not supported by common 
sense. Due to this reason, present day scholars and 
researchers are baffled, and they confess that the real founder 
of present-day Christianity was not Jesus, but Paul. Mr. 
Williston Walker, in his book “A History of the Christian 


Church”, writes about Paul: 


“Was he the founder or the re-maker of the Christian 
theology?" 


(Published by Charles Scrubbers, New York, p. 30) 
© 
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CHAPTER 13 


Paul and Joseph Smith 


In the history of the Christian religion, we find many 
claimants who declared themselves as the second coming of 
the Messiah or Elijah. Some of them tried to build Zion-like 
cities where the Messiah would descend with full glory and 
the whole world would accept him. These claimants, who 
fabricated false revelation in the name of God, shall meet 
their real punishment in the life hereafter. Jesus warned about 


such claimants by saying, 


“Watch out that no one deceives you. For many 
will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the 


Messiah,’ and will deceive many...” 
(Matthew 24:5) 


He also predicted about such false claimants, 


“At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is 
the Messiah! or, “There he is!’ do not believe 
it. For false messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and perform great signs and wonders to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told 


you ahead of time.” 
(Matthew 24:23-25) 


Out of many such claimants, two are well known: Paul and 
Joseph Smith. Paul’s case has already been presented. The 


second claimant, Joseph Smith, was born in the nineteenth 
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century, in U.S.A. If we examine the lives of both claimants, 
we find many similarities in them. It seems that Joseph Smith 
has tried to copy him and repeat the history of Paul in this 


age. 


Visions of Both Claimants 

The first similarity of both claimants is that they based their 
claims on visions. As explained earlier, Paul claimed that he 
was appointed an “Apostle for Gentiles” by Jesus who 
appeared to him in a vision at noontime on his way to 
Damascus. Similarly, Joseph Smith mentioned that a divine 
personality, known as Moroni, appeared to him and 
instructed him to dig out golden plates from a hidden place 
and translate them for the benefit of the American people. He 
laid the foundation of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. According to him, this church would prepare the 


ground for the second coming of Jesus. 


Another similarity between the two claimants was that both 
confined their mission to specific nations, the Romans and 
Americans. Later on, their followers extended the scope of 
their respective missions to the whole world. Here, one is 
tempted to ask that when Jesus strictly confined his mission 
to Israelites only, and did not address any non-lIsraelites in his 
lifetime, why did these claimants—who call themselves the 


‘servants of their Master-—dare to cross his limit? 


A Heavenly Bright Light 
Not only have both claimants based their claims on visions, 


the contents of the visions are also very similar. They 
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mentioned a heavenly bright light and a personality who gave 


them the instructions. 


Let us first see what Paul himself said about this light: 


About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, 
I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 
blazing around me and my companions. We all 
fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to 
me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 


me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 


“Then I asked, “Who are you, Lord?’ 


(<<4 


I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the 
Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your 
feet. | have appeared to you to appoint you as a 
servant and as a witness of what you have seen 


and will see of me. 


(Acts 26:13-16) 


Paul also described this light elsewhere: 


“About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly 
a bright light from heaven flashed around me. | 
fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 


me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ 


(Acts 22:6-7) 


In these statements, Paul has stated the following four points: 


. Alight bigger than the sun suddenly appeared. 
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2. Out of this light, Jesus called him by his original 
name, Saul. 

3. He was terrified by the dazzling light and fell on the 
ground. 

4, Jesus assigned him the important mission of 
conveying his message to the Gentiles. He gave him 


the title “Messenger for Gentiles”. 


Now, let us examine what the other claimant, Joseph Smith, 
has mentioned about the details of his vision. In the 


beginning of The Book of Mormon, he wrote: 


“On the evening of the ... twenty-first of 
September [1823] ... I betook myself to prayer 
and supplication to Almighty God. ... 


“While I was thus in the act of calling upon God, 
I discovered a light appearing in my room, which 
continued to increase until the room was lighter 
than at noonday, when immediately a personage 
appeared at my bedside, standing in the air, for 
his feet did not touch the floor. 


“He had on a loose robe of most exquisite 
whiteness. It was a whiteness beyond anything 
earthly I had ever seen; nor do I believe that any 
earthly thing could be made to appear so 
exceedingly white and brilliant. His hands were 
naked, and his arms also, a little above the wrist; 


so, also, were his feet naked, as were his legs, a 
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little above the ankles. His head and neck were 
also bare. I could discover that he had no other 
clothing on but this robe, as it was open, so that I 


could see into his bosom. 


“Not only was his robe exceedingly white, but his 
whole person was glorious beyond description, 
and his countenance truly like lightning. The 
room was exceedingly light, but not so very 
bright as immediately around his person. When I 
first looked upon him, I was afraid; but the fear 


soon left me. 


“He called me by name, and said unto me that he 
was a messenger sent from the presence of God to 
me, and that his name was Moroni; that God had 
a work for me to do; and that my name should be 
had for good and evil among all nations, 
kindreds, and tongues, or that it should be both 
good and evil spoken of among all people...and 
that God had prepared them for the purpose of 
translating the book. ...” 


(The Book of Mormon, p. ix) 


Joseph Smith further explained how he was able to get 
those golden plates from the rocks and after doing an English 
translation, he gave them back to Moroni. Later on, it was 


published with the title 74e Book of Mormon. 
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When we study the “visions” of Paul and Joseph Smith, we 
find many similarities. Some of them are highlighted as 


under: 


1. Both mentioned that they saw a dazzling light which 
was brighter than sun. 
2. Both mentioned that by seeing the light, they were 
frightened. 
3. Both mentioned that Jesus or Moroni called them by 
their personal names. 
4, Jesus and Moroni were both messengers from God. 
(The names were different.) 
5. Both have mentioned that those messengers of God 
assigned very important jobs to them. Jesus assigned 
Paul the task of conveying God’s message to the 
Gentiles while Moroni assigned Joseph Smith the job 
of translating the golden plates into English. 
Both stories of Paul and Joseph Smith have great similarities. 
One can easily realize that Joseph Smith copied Paul in this 
age, albeit with a different style. 


Letters and Books 

We find another similarity in respect to their writings. 
Paul wrote letters to different Roman and Greek tribes. His 
fourteen letters are included in the New Testament and 
Christians regard them as the revealed books. Joseph Smith’s 
The Book of Mormon consists of fifteen chapters, which are in 


fact letters of sorts, written to Mormon and his son Moroni. 


Upon further reflection, we find that the writers of 


the four gospels tried to preserve some of the sayings of Jesus 
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Christ, which somewhat reflected the mission of Jesus. Paul, 
however, totally changed the real teachings of Jesus. Similarly, 
Joseph Smith—though outwardly professing Jesus as his 
leader—changed original Christianity through The Book of 
Mormon. These so-called “messengers” claimed extreme love 
for Jesus but one of them presented him as a Divine 
personality and the other replaced his teachings with 


Mormonism. 


Teachings about Marriage 

As mentioned earlier, Jesus did not bring any new law 
but instead called people towards Mosaic Law. However, 
both claimants did not follow the practice of their Master and 
pleaded different views. In particular, they adopted a 
contradictory teaching regarding marriage. Paul discouraged 
marriage and preferred celibacy, while Joseph Smith 
encouraged polygamy. 


When Paul started preaching, he advised the Greeks and 
Romans, who practiced polygamy, to be monogamous. Paul 
did not marry and he advised the new converts to follow his 


practice. In his first letter to Corinthians, he wrote: 


“It is good for a man not to have sexual relations 
with a woman.” But since sexual immorality is 
occurring, each man should have sexual relations 
with his own wife, and each woman with her own 


husband... I wish that all of you were as I am. 
(1 Corinthians 7:1-2, 7) 


Paul’s sincere advice to his followers was to avoid marriage. 


He wrote: 
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“Because of the present crisis, I think that it is 
good for a man to remain as he is.Are you 
pledged to a woman? Do not seek to be released. 
Are you free from such a commitment? Do not 
look for a wife. But if you do marry, you have 
not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not 
sinned. But those who marry will face many 


troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.” 
(1 Corinthians 7:26-28) 


It is strange that Paul advised the Gentiles, who 
practiced polygamy, that it is better for them to avoid 
marriage or at the most, marry only one wife. On the other 
hand, Joseph Smith advised the Americans, who practiced 
monogamy, to adopt polygamy. He himself married more 
than fifty women and thus encouraged his followers to do the 
same. When we study the history of this movement, we find 
that it was severely opposed by other Americans on this issue. 
Hence, many early followers of Mormonism seceded from the 
main group. After the death of Joseph Smith in June 1844, 
the movement divided in many groups. The major cause was 
the issue of polygamy. At last, in 1890, the leadership decided 


to follow the law of the country and practice monogamy. 


The Tragic End of Both Claimants 

The tragic death of both claimants also bears striking 
similarities. Allegations of treason and disturbing the peace of 
the country were levelled against both Paul and Joseph Smith. 
The Viking Desk Encyclopaedia, published by Columbia 


University, has written the following about Paul: 
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“He was arrested for provoking treason and 
imprisoned two years before being sent to Rome, 
where he was again prisoner (at 60.62) before 
being cleared of all charges. He was apparently 
martyred in the persecution under Nero, 
traditionally by beheading and on the same day 
that Peter was killed.” 


About the unnatural death of Joseph Smith, Encyclopaedia 


Britannica states: 


“He was charged with treason and imprisoned, 
along with his brother Horus, in the Carthage 
City jail. Despite promises of protection from the 
Governor, Thomas Ford, a mob of armed men 
with blackened faces stormed the jail on June 27 
and martyred the brothers.” 


As explained earlier, both Paul and Joseph Smith claimed that 
they received revelations from God and they were 
commissioned by God for the guidance of the people. The 
Holy Quran and the Holy Bible both mention that if a 
claimant is a liar and God has not commissioned him, such a 
person shall be killed by his own people and shall die an 
unnatural death. The Bible very clearly says: 


“But if a prophet who presumes to speak in my 
name anything I have not commanded him to 
say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other 
gods, must be put to death.” (Deuteronomy 18:20) 


©O® 
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CHAPTER: 14 


The Real Mission of Jesus 


In previous chapters, we have discussed the dramatic 
conversion of St. Paul to Christianity. The earliest Apostles of 
Jesus - particularly Peter and James - did not accept him and 
watched his activities with suspicion, even warning their 
followers. Consequently, St. Paul left Palestine and migrated 
to the Roman Empire. Here, he was able to successfully 
attract new followers employing a cunning new strategy. 
Since the residents of that area found it difficult to follow the 
disciplined practices of the Law of Moses - which Jesus had 
come to re-establish - Paul declared the Mosaic Law a ‘curse’. 
He then presented a new view of both the requirements of 
faith and the person of Jesus himself. As a result, a new 
Christianity, which had no connection with the original 
teachings of Jesus, came into being. This clearly was not the 
Christianity taught by Jesus, but rather one conceived by St. 
Paul. 


It is evident from a close study of the Bible that Jesus was 
raised as a “Reformer” and “Warner” to the Israelite nations 
who had previously received a Law, but had moved away 
from following it. In this regard, Jesus’ mission was similar to 
other non-law bearing prophets who came to reform the ways 
of people and turn them back to the original teachings. Jesus 
himself never declared that he was a literal “Son of God” or 
“Redeemer”. Later on, when Paul - in contradiction to the 


clear instructions of Jesus - started preaching to Gentiles, his 


131 


PAUL OR JESUS: WHO WAS THE REAL FOUNDER OF CHRISTIANITY? 


message about Jesus and his teachings was customized to fit a 


more readily acceptable message to gain rapid success. 


In fact the real mission of Jesus, as pronounced by 
him repeatedly, was very simple. He was sent to the Children 
of Israel to prepare them and their progeny for the coming 
expected “Reformer of all the Nations”, who was to appear in 
the later period. During his lifetime, Moses had prophesied 
that the kingdom of God would be transferred from the 
Children of Israel to the Children of Ishmael. Moses said: 


“The Lord said to me ... I will raise up for them 
a prophet like you from among their brothers. | 
will put my words in his mouth and he will say 
everything that I command him. If any one does 
not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in 
my name, I myself will call him to account.” 


[Italics added for emphasis] 
(Deuteronomy, 18:18-19) 
It is further stated in Deuteronomy that: 


“The Lord came from Sinai and dawned over 
them from Sier; He shone forth from Mount 


Faran. He came with myriads of holy ones.” 
(Deuteronomy, 33:2) 


Both of the above references prove that Moses had prophesied 
about the advent of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace be 
upon him and that the signs described were fulfilled in his 


person. For example: 
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1. The prophecy states that a great Prophet will be raised 
from among the brethren of the Children of Israel, which 


could only mean the children of Ishmael. 


2. The person prophesied would be a law-bearing prophet 
like Moses. 


3. The ‘Mount of Faran’ has been definitively identified as 
the valley of Makkah. 


4. The sign of ‘ten thousand saints’ was fulfilled when the 
Holy Prophet, the Founder of Islam, peace be upon him, 
returned victorious to Makkah with ten thousand blessed 


Companions. 


The spiritual blessings and favours that had been promised to 
Hadhrat Abraham by God were to be fulfilled in both of his 
sons, Hadhrat Isaac and Hadhrat Ishmael. Initially, these 
divine favours continued with the progeny of Hadhrat Isaac 
for a long period of time. But when the Children of Israel 
disregarded these divine blessings, Allah decided to transfer 
them to the progeny of Hadhrat Ishmael. 


Initially, Allah revealed about the advent of an expected 
"Reformer of All Nations" through Hadhrat Moses. Later He 
sent Jesus Christ to the Children of Israel to warn them that 
the ‘Divine kingdom’ would be taken away from them and 
given to the progeny of Ishmael. Therefore, instead of 
opposing the Messenger to come, they should accept him and 
through him, once again inherit divine blessings in 


abundance. 
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The Kingdom of God is Near 
Both Matthew and Mark have recorded that Jesus started his 


public ministry in Capernaum, a village located on the shore 
of Sea of Galilee. His first and most important message was 


that, "The Kingdom of God is Near." 
Mathew writes: 


"When Jesus heard that John had been put in 
prison, he returned to Galilee, leaving Nazareth, 
he went and lived in Capernaum. .....From that 


time on Jesus began to preach, 
Repent, for "The Kingdom of heaven is near". 
(Matt. 4;12-17) 
Similarly Mark writes: 


"After John was in prison, Jesus went in to 
Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, "time 
has come" he said, the Kingdom of God is near, 


repent and believe the good news." 
(Mark 1;14) 


The mission assigned by Almighty God to Jesus was very 
simple. He was raised to make clear to the Israelites that the 
time for the fulfillment of the great prophecy made by Moses 
about the grand prophet Muhammad was near. He urged the 
Israelite nation to accept him - and not to reject him because 


he was from the Ishmaelites and not from among them. 
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Jesus Christ said to them: 


“Have you never read in scriptures? The stone 
the builders rejected has become the capstone. 
The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in 


our eyes. 


Therefore, I tell you that the Kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit. He who falls 
on this stone will be broken to pieces. But he on 


whom it falls will be crushed.” 
(Matthew, 21:42-43) 


Jesus Christ warned the Jewish people that the ‘Kingdom of 
God’ which had been continuing in their progeny would now 
be taken away from them and given to the Children of 
Ishmael. At the same time, he also gave the glad tidings of the 
advent of an exalted Prophet: 


“But I tell you the truth! It is for your good that I 
am going away. Unless I go away, the Counsellor 
(Paraclete) will not come to you; but if I go, I 
will send him to you. When he comes, he will 
convict the world of guilt in regard to sin ... I 
have much more to say to you, more than you 
can bear. But when he, the spirit of truth, comes 
he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak 
on his own, he will speak only what he hears, and 


he will tell you what is yet to come.” 


(John, 16:7-13) 
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‘Paraclete’ has been translated as ‘the Holy Spirit’ but literally 
means ‘the Praised One’ which in Arabic is ‘Muhammad’. In 
other words, the expected Prophet’s name would be 
‘Muhammad’. Jesus further told the Jewish people that the 
glorious Prophet who would be the ‘Holy Spirit” would 
complete the divine Law. Jesus told his people that they were 
not capable enough to understand or act upon those teachings 


of the ‘complete law’ - known as Shariah in Islam. 


Jesus Christ, both allegorically and categorically, explained to 
the Jewish people that they could inherit the divine favors by 
believing in the Promised Prophet. But it is a pity that the 
Jewish people rejected that Prophet and in fact, left no stone 
unturned in opposing him. Consequently, the Jews and 
Christians are both waiting for the fantastical advent of Jesus 
himself in flesh as taught by St. Paul. They have now become 
tired of waiting for centuries and to a large extent have fallen 
into despondency. Therefore, the need of the hour is that 
Christians should try to understand the real mission of Jesus 
Christ and discard the teaching of St. Paul. Only in this 


understanding and belief lies their true success and prosperity. 


It is worth mentioning here that the Holy Quran also testifies 
to the real mission of Jesus that has been described in the 


Gospels. 


Allah says in the Holy Quran: 


3 See e 2 ige been t PEA OR PEn ee 22a £2 
SBN GOD ce GM abl USSU ge T el A Lil de DEIN 


b 
a 92 bo 4% Dak 298 217873 95405 > > “ oe 
Doky a WG erdyerk US Keil ded US 


136 


MUHAMMAD AJMAL SHAHID 


And remember when Jesus, son of Mary, said, ‘O 
children of Israel, surely I am Allah’s Messenger 
unto you, fulfilling that which is before me of the 
Torah, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger 
who will come after me. His name will be 
Ahmad.’ And when he came to them with clear 


proofs, they said, “This is clear enchantment.’ 
(Al-Saff:7) 


In short, the mission of Jesus Christ for the children of Israel 
was limited only to reminding them of the prophecy of 
Moses, which was written in the Torah, and also to giving 


them the glad tidings of the grand Prophet to come. 


At the time of Jesus Christ, the tribes of Israel had been 
scattered throughout Palestine, Iran, Afghanistan and India. 
Therefore, Jesus Christ had to undertake a journey to all of 
these areas in order to fulfill the mission God had sent him 
for. Jesus Christ started his mission in Palestine and after the 
event of Crucifixion, he migrated to adjacent countries to 
convey the message to the Lost Tribes of Israel. In doing so, 
Jesus elevated himself and his mission by completing all that 
God had commissioned him to do. Circumstantial evidence 
also indicates that the people living in those areas accepted his 
message and believed in the Founder of Islam. But the people 
who believed in the Christianity preached by the St. Paul in 
Roman Empire were not prepared and never accepted Islam; 


rather they opposed it vehemently. 
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CHAPTER: 15 


The Second Coming of Jesus Christ 


Jesus informed the Children of Israel about the advent of the 
Promised Prophet. He also gave the glad tidings to them that 
he (Jesus) would appear again in this world. The Gospel of 
Matthew and Mark not only clearly talk about the second 
advent of Jesus Christ, but also mention some of the signs of 
the time of his reappearance. In fact, even people living 
during the life of Jesus Christ began waiting for his second 
coming, and the same belief that Jesus would reappear has 


passed down through generations to this day. 


In the 19" Century, people began to wait for the second 
coming of Jesus Christ more eagerly, with some fixing 
definite dates for his arrival. Some clergymen even built Zions 
and claimed that Jesus would descend there. Some others 
gathered in the open and fixed their gaze towards the sky in 
the hope that Jesus Christ would descend escorted by a host 
of angels. But they were met with disappointment and 


frustration. 


Only the Gospel of Matthew mentions in some detail about 


the second coming of Jesus: 


“For the son of man is going to come in his 
father’s glory with his angels, and then he will 
reward each person according to what he has 


done. I tell you the truth, some who are standing 
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here will not taste death before they see the Son 
of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
(Matthew, 16:27-28) 


At another place the Gospel of Matthew not only mentions 
the second advent of Jesus Christ but also describes some 
signs of that time. Moreover, it has also been stated in detail 
that all this would happen during the life of the present 
generation and that they would witness the event with their 


own eyes: 


“For the lightening that comes from the East is 
visible even in the West, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man ... Immediately after the distress 
of these days, the sky will be darkened and the 
moon will not give its light, the stars will fall 
from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken. At that time the sign of the Son of Man 
will appear in the sky and all the nations of the 
earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and 
great glory. And he will send his angels with a 
loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of the 


heavens to the other.” 
(Matthew, 24:27, 29-33) 


The Gospel of Mark mentions briefly but distinctly that the 
second advent of Jesus will be the manifestation of the glory 
and power of God, that it will happen soon and that the 


present generation will witness it with their own eyes: 
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“The Son of Man will be ashamed of him when 
he comes in his father’s glory with the holy angels 
... And he said to them, I tell you the truth, 
some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God come with 


9999 


Power. 
(Mark, 8:17, 9:1) 


From the above references from the Gospels of Matthew and 
Mark, we come to understand that two main things have 


been mentioned about the second coming of Jesus Christ: 


1. The second coming of Jesus would be the manifestation of 
the Glory and Majesty of God as opposed to his first advent 
which was a manifestation of the Mercy of God. 


2. People would not have to wait long for the second coming 
of Jesus; rather they would witness this event in their own 


lifetime. 


The glorious and majestic re-advent of which Jesus himself 
prophesied has not yet been fulfilled even after centuries have 
passed since this prophecy was made. As this is mentioned in 
the Gospels, the Christians are still impatiently waiting for 


him. 
A Strange Belief 


It is a tragedy of Christian history that Jesus made a clear and 
definite promise to his disciples that he would again come 
into this world, but this promise came to pass neither during 


their lifetime nor even after centuries have passed since then. 
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However, during this period, a person by the name of St. Paul 
did appear in the world. But Jesus never mentioned even a 
word about Paul’s coming despite being his contemporary. 
On the contrary, Jesus strongly warned his people about false 
prophets. 


If anyone among the people made a true claim to 
prophethood, and was to be appointed by Jesus himself, then 
Jesus should have certainly mentioned that. The person 
whose advent was foretold in the Gospel did not come, but a 
man whose coming finds zo mention in the Gospels has, 
with the help of a claimed vision, gained popularity and even 


reverence among Christians. 
Mormons and the Second Coming of Jesus 


It has already been described that a new sect in Christianity 
was founded by Mr. Joseph Smith in America in 1834. It 
was named the ’Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Days Saints’, 
and followers are commonly called Mormons. One of the 
unique beliefs of this sect was that Jesus has appeared in 
America before and now again he will appear in America with 
glory and power. Mr. Joseph Smith, the founder of this sect, 
claimed on the authority of a revelation or ‘a voice from the 


unseen’ that Jesus would reappear in the year 1900. 


In his book ‘Doctrine and Covenants’, Mr. Joseph Smith 


writes: 


“I was once praying very earnestly to know the 
time of the coming of the Son of Man, when | 


heard a voice repeat the following: Joseph, my 
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son, if thou livest until thou art eighty-five years 
old, thou shalt see the face of Son of Man; 
therefore let this suffice and trouble me no more 
on this matter.... I believe the coming of the Son 


of Man will not be any sooner than that time.” 
(Doctrines and Covenants Section 130) 


From the above excerpt, we gather that God told Joseph 
Smith that he would live up to the age of 85 and Jesus would 
descend in his lifetime. Joseph was born in 1805. So, the 
second coming of Jesus must take place by the end of the year 
1900. But Joseph Smith was killed by a mob on June 27, 
1844, when he was only 39. Hence both prophecies of the 
revelation proved wrong. Neither did Joseph live up to 85 nor 


did the claimed Messiah appear before 1900 CE. 


Some Mormons say in reply that the words of the revelation 
were ‘if you lived up to 85’, so as Joseph did not attain the 
age of 85, the Messiah did not appear. But this gives rise to a 
serious question: if it was really a revelation from God, then 


God must have known how many years Joseph would live. 


The word ‘if clearly shows that Joseph used it to keep himself 
on the safe side. We have already proved in the previous 
chapter that Joseph was not sent by God, and his claim was 


just a product of his whims. Hence, he became a victim of 


God’s wrath. 


It is also to be noted that over 150 years have passed since the 
deadline of the appearance of Messiah as mentioned in the 
revelation of Joseph Smith, but nobody has appeared as yet. 
During the lifetime of Joseph and for a few years after his 
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death, the Mormons continued to wait for the Messiah. But 


now they have stopped discussing this matter. 


Therefore, it appears that Mormons, like other Christians, 
have become disappointed. Such a state of despondency 
prevails during the advent of every Prophet. This occurs 
because people reject true Prophets when they do not appear 
according to their wishes, and this leads to them rejecting the 
doctrine of the advent of a Prophet altogether. This is not the 
case only with Christians; rather adherents of all faiths appear 
to be living in the same state. Even the Muslims have been 
waiting and praying for the appearance of a Messiah and 


Mehdi in the following words: 
O who was to come, please do come to be our leader. 


Now, the Muslims too have discarded this belief. Today, in 


their meetings and gatherings, they no longer discuss the 
point of the advent of the Messiah and Mehdi. 


To sum up, it can be said that in the 19" Century, adherents 
of all religions and faiths, Muslims and Christians in 
particular, eagerly waited for a Prophet. The Muslims waited 
for the ‘Imam Mehdi’ as most of the signs of the time of his 
appearance described in the Gospels and the Ahadith (Sayings 
of the Holy Prophet) had been fulfilled according to them. 
The clerics and clergymen of their religions even fixed the 
dates of the advent of Messiah. 


A Messiah Appears 


At that time, a man named Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 


of Qadian (1835-1908) appeared, claiming to be the expected 
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Reformer of all religions, and also to, be the Messiah and 
Mehdi whose advent had been foretold by the Holy Prophet, 
and Jesus. But people mostly rejected him, treating him as 
Jesus and indeed every Prophet had been treated by the 
people of his time. 


Hadhrat Ahmad openly challenged all those who were 


waiting for a Reformer in the following words: 


“The idea that the Promised Messiah will descend 
from heaven is utterly false. Remember, no one will 
ever descend from heaven, and all our opponents 
who are now living will die and none would be able 
to see ‘Isa ibn Maryam’ (Jesus, son of Mary) 
descending from heaven. Their offspring will 
similarly die and the offspring of the offspring will 
die and none will see the event of Jesus, son of 
Mary, coming down from heaven till the time when 
God will cause anxiety in their hearts that the time 
of the supremacy of the Cross has passed, and Jesus, 
son of Mary, has still not made his descent. Then 
the wise and intelligent will shun this false belief, 
and the third century from this day will not be 
completed when the people waiting for the advent 
of Jesus—the Muslims and the Christians—all will 
be deeply disappointed. Then they will drop this 
false belief and there will be only one religion in the 
world and there will be only one Leader (the Holy 
Prophet). 
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I have only come to sow a seed, and I have sown 
that seed; this will grow and prosper and there will 


be none who can stop its growth.” 


(Tadhkiratus Shahadatain, page 65) 


This soul-inspiring message of Hadhrat Ahmad, the Promised 
Messiah and Guide of this Age, is a living testimony of his 
truthfulness. Lucky are those who do not waste their precious 
life in waiting further for the Messiah, and accept Hadhrat 
Ahmad to inherit the best of this world and the next. We 


encourage all readers to learn more about his claims. 
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